2021 Summer Term 1 – Newsletter
Dear Parents / Guardians
It has been another busy and enjoyable half term in school, with many things to be proud of. We have
been so impressed with how well the children have engaged in the reading challenge and the support
given at home. Reading is an essential life-long skill and working in partnership together will have
such a positive impact on both progress, well-being and enjoyment.
Despite this May being on track to be the wettest on record, you will have received information about
sun safety. WASPs have kindly bought school a supply of legionnaire hats ( FS – Y3) and suncream.
I would however like to remind you that children should be coming to school prepared for sunny
weather, with their own named hat and sunscreen.
In other news, I am delighted to share with you that Miss Callaway got married last week and is now
Mrs Lightbown. I am sure you will join me in offering her many congratulations. Miss Buckley, in Year
1, will be starting her maternity leave on Friday 28th May and we wish her well with her forthcoming
new arrival. For the remainder of this term, Mrs Hender will be teaching 1CB for four days and we
look forward to welcoming Miss Lacey, who will be teaching the fifth day; Mrs Sturgess will be
teaching full time in 2SH.
Transition time for our pupils in Acorns to Year 5 will take place on the mornings of Thursday 24th and
Friday 25th June, during which they will meet their new class teacher. Year 6 have been completing
transition activities at school and we will be welcoming teachers from Ivanhoe, from the English and
Science department, at the end of June for transition workshops. End of year reports will come home
with your children on Friday 2nd July.
Have a restful half term,
Best Wishes
Chloe Dilks

Year 1 - have had a fabulous half term. We introduced our topic ‘The Enchanted Woodland’ with an inspiration
visit to our Forest School. Mrs Baldwin delivered a letter saying that strange things had been going on up there
and we had to investigate for the Ashby Times. When we got there, we found lots of fairy dust sprinkled near
the entrance. We went in and found fairy doors everywhere. We brought them back to the classroom to
decorate them. Did you know, we even found a real robin’s nest on the ground? We had to tape it off to keep
the chicks safe.
We all had a woodland character name when we had English on the field for outdoor learning. Here are some of
our character names:





Snoring Mouse
Chasing Dandelions
Blushing Blackberry
Dazzling Owl

We had lots of ‘Learning for Life’ lessons outside as part of Mental Health Nature Week. We made pictures in
the style of Andy Goldsworthy in Art.

This half term, we were very lucky to have tennis lessons with Alex from Ashby Castle Lawn Tennis Club. He is
a very talented, award winning coach. The children had a fantastic few weeks and learned lots of new skills in
our Friday P.E. lessons. Alex said that the children’s behaviour was superb and we are very proud of them.

We have been working extremely hard in both Maths and English this half term. We have looked at
multiplication and division in Maths, offering the children lots of practical experiences and extra opportunities to
explore in groups. In English, we have been authors. Our learning has been focussed on the class book called
‘The Enchanted Wood’. During ICT we have learned about search engines and algorithms. We have also
worked on keyboard skills

We have learned a lot about Science this half term and the children enjoyed planting beans. We put the seeds
in bags with water and then taped them to the hall window so that we could watch them germinate and grow.
Will they grow as tall as the one in Jack and the Beanstalk?

Year 1 - were thrilled to hear of the announcement that
construction club would be starting again for another half term.
Another 15 children signed up for four weekly sessions of
extra-curricular building, using the likes of Lego, Duplo, K-Nex
and more! Children built K-Nex creatures, Lego ships, Duplo
resorts and super-fast cars, to name a few things! Led
by Miss Armston, Construction Club provides an opportunity
for children to learn through play, whilst developing their fine
motor skills, imagination skills and communication skills with
others. It is always so wonderful to see the children having so
much fun! Construction Club will run weekly until the May
half-term break.
For the time being, we are saying goodbye to Miss Buckley as she starts her maternity leave. Will she have a
boy or a girl? What do you think? She is very appreciative of the good wishes, cards, kind gifts that you gave to
her. We will let you know how Miss Buckley gets on and what the new addition will be…Covid permitting, she
would love to come and visit with the baby. The team will be joined by Mrs Hender and Miss Lacey.
Finally, the whole team would like to wish you a fantastic, relaxing half term. Take care, enjoy and above all, be
safe. See you on Monday 7th June for the final push. Thank you for all your help and support

Our Favourite Learning from this Term by Year 6 Our favourite lesson from this term has been undoubtedly the Bravesoul character description as it really
brought out our creativity and unique imagination. The main reason why we enjoyed this topic out of the others
was because we had great freedom with our imaginative and creative writing. It goes without saying that we
thought about our character carefully and created interesting descriptions that were very entertaining to read
and fun to create. By Alex and Ryan
In English, we have been focusing on designing characters to venture on a mission to save their kingdom. This
was fun and enjoyable because we were able to use our imagination with creating the main character’s
(Bravesoul) personality and powers. In addition to this, we have loved practising the trickier and more advanced
skills in Maths to improve our ability further. Doing quick-fire arithmetic questions has been a fantastic way of
upping our Maths knowledge.
During our most recent PE lessons, Year 6 have been trying out some athletic and cricket skills. In cricket, we
have mainly been working on our battling and throwing skills and have also learnt some brilliant warm-up
games. Athletics has improved our long-distance running, sprinting and our ability to work as a team to be the
first contestants to complete relay races and trying to throw further than others using a howler or tennis ball.
By Suse and Mia
So far in Year 6, we have been taught many essential qualities that we will need for our future life. In
preparation for our transition to secondary school, we have been learning a range of life skills to help us to
strengthen our resilience and to help us to overcome any worries or questions that we might have about going
into Year 7. This term, our favourite concepts that we have learnt have been: microorganisms and growing
mould in a range of locations; creating interesting pieces of writing based on our ‘Escape from Kraznir’ work and
reading stories with the rest of the class. By Daniel and Freddie
This term, I have enjoyed P.E which has included cricket coaching and we have worked on our batting, throwing
and fielding skills. In English, we are currently creating a story about Kraznir (a fictional place); my favourite part
was when we had to write a paragraph about our character and act it out in front of the class. It was nerveracking but we developed our confidence. The last thing of all is Maths. I have loved recapping all the things
that we have learnt in the previous years and overall it is my favourite subject. If I could choose just one thing to
be my absolute favourite, it would be PE as I have loved getting out of the classroom to exercise. By Sienna
Willesley Wellbeing
I hope this newsletter finds you all mentally and physically well. There has been some easing of Corona
restrictions and the world is beginning to look like it used to. Brighter days are ahead as summer approaches
too.
As a staff, we decided that PSHE (personal, social, health and economic education — the school curriculum
subject that supports pupils to be healthy, safe and prepared for modern life) meant little to the children in terms
of terminology. As a result, we have rebranded it in a child friendly way – ‘Learning for Life.’
We have just celebrated Mental Health Week Nature across the school. The chosen theme this year is ‘Nature’.
The evidence is clear that access to nature is crucial for our mental health and millions of people re-discovered
that during lockdowns this year. However, this was not the same for all of us. This theme helped to explore what
the barriers are and ensure everyone is able to share in the natural world and experience the mental health
benefits. The week was an opportunity to open our eyes to the power of nature.
How can nature benefit my mental health?
Spending time in green space or bringing nature into your everyday life can benefit both your mental and
physical wellbeing. For example, doing things like growing food or flowers, exercising outdoors or being around
animals can have lots of positive effects. It can:






improve your mood
reduce feelings of stress or anger
help you take time out and feel more relaxed
improve your physical health improve your confidence and self-esteem
help you be more active




help you make new connections
provide peer support

Wherever possible, we took our learning outside to use nature as a means to improve our mental health and
wellbeing. Here are a few activities that were undertaken:
-

Chasing bubbles
Watching bubbles blow our worries away
Classroom happy song plus dance off
Collecting an object (nature) that interests you - used in a class collage
Visiting the Forest School area for a speaking and listening activity Playing “grandparents’” games at
Western Park.
Andy Goldsworthy nature inspired art
Cloud watching
Collecting items of nature and used them to inspire our artwork whilst we listened to the Dynasties
playlist
Scavenger hunt and outdoor orienteering

A big congratulations to the cookbook front cover design winner, Scarlett and runner-up Anyah!
They were presented with their prizes by the Co-op Store Manager Richard on Saturday.
There are still plenty of cookbooks and the Biddulph pizzeria golden ticket up for grabs. You can purchase a copy
for just £5 each, either via Parentpay or from the Co-op Ashby and Co-op Moira store. There are 68 scrummy
recipes to try…let us know which is your favourite recipe. Why not tell us on our Facebook page and post a photo
of your delish dish! www.facebook.com/willesleypta
Don’t forget that a percentage of the proceeds made from the sale of the book of the book will be donated to the
Ashby Food Bank (Trussell Trust) and Steps Conductive Education Centre.

Our next event will be a virtual Summer Raffle. Tickets will go on sale after the May half term for £1 each, or £5
per booklet of 5 tickets. We have some amazing prizes up for grabs from a £50 Tori & Ben’s Farm voucher, £10
Carla Harris Glass, £10 Ashby Wines and Kip McGrath lesson, plus hampers and many more fantastic prizes!
The WASPs will soon be purchasing replacement sheds to store the school playground equipment, plus a set of
pop-up gazebos which will prove to be very popular for future events. Our next fundraising project will be looking
structures and equipment required to create a safe, and happy outdoor learning environment for the children to
enjoy.
This academic year, after several years on the school PTA, we will be losing our main Committee members. If
you and your friends/family would like to find out more about what we do and what is involved, we’d love to hear
from you. Please drop us a message on: ashbywillesleywasps@hotmail.co.uk

Year 5 – PE
This term we’ve been able to have some visitors back in school. Years 5 & 6 have enjoyed their cricket
sessions with Rob from Chance to Shine & even Mr Smedley learnt some new games to use with us all.
Y1 have worked with Alex from Ashby Tennis Club & gained some new tennis skills.
Y3 & Y4 had sports sessions with Brian & Kirsty from the Sports Partnership.

Year 2 - It's been a very busy half term in Year 2 in which we have done lots of different things, so we decided to
ask the children what they have enjoyed doing this half term and here are some of their replies:
"I've enjoyed learning to spell polysyllabic words. They are hard to spell but phonics helps me to break the
words in syllables and say the sounds in each syllable to spell the words myself."
"I like the weekly Mental Maths tests because it helps me get quicker at working things out."
" I've really enjoyed Art this term, especially making the Sunflowers to create a picture like Vincent Van Gogh."
" I like Jump Start Jonny because it's fun"
" I like doing yoga because it helps me feel relaxed. I've started doing it at home too."
" I liked learning to tell the time and making my own clock."
"I have really enjoyed watching clips from the film Matilda to create my own Newspaper Headings. I am looking
forward to writing my own newspaper report."
"Active Maths and English are great fun because we get to exercise and learn at the same time."

Active English- finding questions to answer about a Newspaper Report

Learning to tell the time in first in hours, half past, quarter past, quarter to and then in 5-minute intervals

This term Year 2 have also had the opportunity to show off their art skills, taking part in the Rotary Young Artist
Competition 2021. A huge congratulations to Etta, Ivy, and Charlie who were chosen as winners and got the
opportunity to attend a ceremony on Friday 21st May at Conkers. Etta was chosen as the overall winner for our
school and received a family ticket to Conkers.
Etta's winning drawing, called Turtle Dreams
.

The competition Winners

Message from the Governors
I would like to introduce myself as the newly appointed Chair of Governors. My name is Hannah Carter, I have
two children in school and work in another local primary school. I’m looking forward to this new challenge and I
know I have a super team of Governors, Senior Leaders and staff in school.
I’m sure you’ll agree that following the return of the children to school and the continued progression through
Boris’ roadmap, a few signs of normality are very welcome. It’s hard to believe that we have just a short half
term before the summer holidays. I know that many are looking forward to a holiday and a break away from
home; let’s keep our fingers crossed that the weather improves!
We continue to look for Governors to join the team at the new Ashby Hastings Primary School and we will also
be looking for Governors to join our team here at Willesley too. Please watch out for further information if this is
of interest to you.
Foundation Stage - this half term, the Acorns have been learning about mini beasts and their habitats. We had
a visit from Dr Stuart from 'Meet the Beasts' who brought in Geoff the boa, Rosie the tarantula, his scorpion
family, and his leopard gecko. The Acorns learnt lots about the animals, how they shed their skins, what they
eat, and even got to cuddle Geoff! We have made Willesley's very own bug mansion using our knowledge of
mini beast habitats, in our on-site Forest school, where we are hoping lots of mini beasts will come to stay over
the coming weeks.

Year 3 - have had a busy half term working hard and producing some lovely work. In English, they have read
'The Hodgeheg' and completed some fantastic work using the book as their inspiration. This week, they have
been planning and writing their own adventure story in the style of 'The Hodgeheg'. We hope to share these
with you next half term.
In Science, we have continued to enjoy learning about rocks. The children have constructed and carried out
scientific tests to check for such things as permeability, durability and reaction to acidic liquids. All children were
enthusiastic and engaged, sharing insightful comments about what they had observed and discovered.
In Maths, we have been learning about fractions and have enjoyed an active maths session having to find
different representations of fractions.
Some of our children have also enjoyed visits to forest school. Here they have learned all sorts of new skills
such as: den building, knot tying, fire starting and team building activities. All og the children have showed
Willesley's Core Values in the way they have conducted themselves and have represented the school
admirably. We are very proud of them.
We look forward to some fabulous activiteies and learning in our last half term with the lovely Y3 children and
are sad to soon be saying goodbye to them.
Mrs Lightbown and Miss Dixon-Smith

Year 4 – A stitch in time saves 9 x 9 (and a bug or two!)
We felt a title was required for our newsletter entry this half term as we have had such a busy 7 weeks. It has
been non-stop for both 4JE and 4MR with our DT project to learn new stitching techniques – running stitch,
back-stitch, blanket stitch and over-stitch – and then work to design and create our own money holder. The
children have made an absolutely fantastic job of these and should be very proud of the finished results.
We have also been busy playing games and undertaking a host of activities linked to our times-tables ready for
our test after the half term. The children have been recalling the facts as often as possible and we hope they
are feeling ready to show their prowess. Just a quick reminder that they can be practising at home for this too
by following the link below, playing on their TTRS account or by re-creating some of the games we have been
doing in class:
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
As the title suggests, we have also immersed ourselves in the world of animals, researching reptiles,
amphibians, mammals, fish and birds. The children had the opportunity this week of going out on a hunt for
invertebrates in the forest school area. It was fantastic to see them all so enthused and enjoying some muchneeded outdoor learning. Thank you for the shoe-boxes sent in for this task.
As a last note, year 4 have launched a gardening club under the tutelage of Mrs Newall and Miss Rainbow. The
2 weeks thus far have seen them weeding in the garden of dreams and planting seedlings too. It has been a
magical experience for all. We look forward to a few more weeks of this club after the half term break.
Thank you for your continued support of our year group and we wish you a restful week.

