2020 Spring Term 1 – Newsletter
We are delighted this half term to finally have all our pupils back into their classrooms. 1GP returned to
their newly refurbished classroom at the end of January, much to everyone’s relief. 5HE, 6ST, and 6AW
have performed fabulous class assemblies to a packed hall, sharing their different talents with us and
their knowledge about Water and The Stoneage.
Building work will be continuing over the half term break, with work focusing on the floor in the library
and practical areas. We have some exciting plans in the pipeline for these areas and are looking
forward to seeing them unfold over the next half term. The local community is continuing to provide us
with support and donations. Ashby Rotary Club have been working particularly closely with us and,
through their many fund raising events, many of which our families have supported, presented the
Acorns with a cheque to purchase furniture for their reading area, so that they can continue their
enjoyment of books in a comfortable space in the classroom. We are continuing to investigate flood
prevention plans, liaising with the local authority and environment agency. Local MP, Andrew Bridgen,
attended a meeting with us to discuss our concerns and to support us with ways to prevent it from
happening again.
It has proved to be a productive and positive half term for all year groups across the school. As this
week we have participated in e-safety day, it seems an opportune time to remind you to check what
your children are accessing on the internet, to ensure that they are safe and happy.
We look forward to seeing you all back on Monday 24th February.
Cross Country - Nearly 40 children represented the school at the first XC of the year after a number of
cancellations. Well done to everyone who showed great determination & resilience in their running. Lovely to
see every year group represented.
We had some great overall results from the Cross Country and a number of children attended a presentation
ceremony to receive their awards; many KS2 children will represent North West Leicestershire at the County
Championships on the 29th February.
We had 7 individual medal winners, Year 5 boys and girls Team winners and 14 KS2 pupils have been selected
to represent NW Leics.

Basketball - Well done to both teams at the basketball. Both made it to the semi-finals where the Y6 team beat
the Y5s. Y6 went on to win the competition & progress to the area final.

Year 1 - Well, this half term has flown by. We are back home in our own classrooms. The children were
amazing and transitioned smoothly into their 'old homes.' We are all delighted to be back together again.
Thank you all for your patience and supporting us throughout.
Year One have had a very busy half term focussing on our brand-new topic of 'Muck, Mess and Mixtures.' Our
learning is based around the Roald Dahl novel - George's Marvellous Medicine. It has been a very hands on
topic full of science and experimentation. Potions have been made, textures have been explored and
substances have been changed from liquid to solid and vice versa. If you are ever in the Reception area,
please take a look at the screen to see photographs of our learning.
English work has been taught using the book as a stimulus to write instructions, lists, stories and much more.
Year 1 decided to celebrate Chinese New Year through dance. We created a dragon dance to welcome in the
Year of the Rat. Each group had to incorporate the dragon’s tail into their routine.
Year 1 Science - We have enjoyed experimenting with different materials and turning liquids into solids. As part
of an art/science lesson, we explored different textures and consistencies of mud as a paint medium. We
created designs on paper plates. The children loved it!
Before any of our Science experiments, the children have to make predictions on what they think the result will
be. They are familiar with this scientific technology. They are keen observers and investigators! It was delicious,
but we had very cold hands! We investigated the properties of fruit and vegetables in relation to floating and
sinking. The children had to predict and record results. They also had to use knives safely in order to cut the
produce. We had some surprising results.
Food Tasting - We linked food tasting to the country of its origin. The children sampled peppers, croissants,
noodles, tropical juice, pineapple, pizza and carrot. We have observed some very strange faces!
We had more fun with practical science when we churned our own butter. The children predicted that we would
make milkshake, ice cream or yoghurt. They were very surprised to discover that we had made butter, but they
all enjoyed eating it on a cracker!
Year 1 New Topic - To begin our new topic, our ‘muck, mess and mixtures’ morning was a great success! The
children were able to explore textures of a variety of different products in order to create a potion. We all wore
old clothes and were outside all morning. The clean-up operation after school was massive!
Year 1 Maths Outdoors - We love to take our learning outside and use all of the available space. We had to
show our knowledge of the greater than and less than signs. The children worked very well practically and used
informal recording to show their findings. It was a very popular and productive activity.
Year 1 Monster Bubbles - Did you know that you can create monster bubbles using a pop bottle, and old sock
and an elastic band? We huffed and we puffed to make bubble snakes. It was a D&T lesson, mixed with some
science. The children had to use equipment safely, and then assemble their own bubble blower.
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Year 4 Poetry Prowess - Following the hugely inspirational
visit by the poet, James Carter, Year 4 have been writing a
host of different poems in a variety of styles. We have been
astounded by their metaphorical verses, their shape stanzas
and their poetry using alliteration. Many of them have been
continuing to write their own poetry at home which is a delight
to see and read.
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The sessions culminated on Friday with performance poetry and both
classes were involved in delivering group versions of Edward Lear’s
‘The Jumblies’ nonsense poem. It was fantastic!
Well done to all the
children from the
Year 4 staff.

Year 5 took part in a recycling workshop, learning about the benefits of reducing, reusing and recycling our
waste so we can look forward to a cleaner, healthier future. Certainly, gave us food for thought.

Severn Trent visit – Year 5 enjoyed their visit from Severn
Trent where we learnt about the water cycle & how we can
save water to help our planet.

Eco Club - The Eco Club had an interesting discussion with our visitor from
Severn Trent. We now have lots of ideas of how we can save water inside and
outside of school. We are excited to start implementing some of them!

Global Leicester Trip – Year 5 had a lovely day in Leicester on our Global Leicester trip. We got to try Indian
dancing & visit a variety of shops. At lunchtime, we joined in with the lunchtime prayer service at the Hindu
temple. The pupils got to interview many members of the community & discuss their religion & families.

Governors - As school life at Willesley begins to return to some normality, following the flooding last term, there
have been a few changes within the Local Governing Body (LGB). We are very pleased to welcome Hannah
Carter & Lydia Leeson as Parent Governors onto the LGB. We would also like to wish a very fond farewell to
Steve Gibson and thank him for all his efforts whilst a governor at the school.
As we now approach the Half Term break, we look forward to the continuation of the refurbishment of the
school facilities and seeing them restored to the high standards we expect at Willesley. A massive thanks once
again to all the staff, parents and children for the patience shown during this disruption.
This half term Year 2 have thoroughly enjoyed their topic looking at various books written by the author Julia
Donaldson. They have made fabulous stickmen, retold the story Room on the Broom, written diary entries for
Tiddler, and used The Gruffalo to develop their use of descriptive language. The children particularly wowed is
with their sewing skills when designing and making their own bunting during Design and Technology lessons

Year 3 enjoyed a surprise visit from the wonderful Mr Singh (to introduce our unit of work on Sikhism in
Religious Education). He entertained the children with music, pictures, stories and lots of information about
Sikhism. All of the children were thoroughly engaged and joined in with great enthusiasm.

Year 3 have been having such a great time learning all about the
Romans. As part of our topic, the children looked at instruction
writing in English. We linked instructions to how the Romans built
their roads. The children had great fun as they followed a set of
instructions on 'How to build a Roman road' but... out of biscuits!
They even got to eat them once they had finished! The pictures
really show what fun they all had.

WASPs - We hope you have your raffle tickets to hand as the big Willesley Valentines Raffle Prize Draw is
nearly with us. On Friday morning at 9am the lucky tickets will be drawn and those fabulous prizes, including
English Heritage Family membership, £50 John Lewis gift card, £50 Boden voucher and a £30 Argos gift cards
to name just a few, will be won. You can watch the draw live on our Facebook page – just search for Willesley
Association of Schools and Parents. Thanks so much to everyone who bought tickets, sold tickets and donated
prizes. We are delighted to be able to tell you that we have raised over £1,200 towards buying a Multi-Use
Activity Games area - so that all the children can access to improved facilities for play time, PE lessons and
after school clubs.
Foundation stage - We have all thoroughly
enjoyed our Dinosaur topic this term. It looked like
we had had a visitor in the classroom who left us a
big surprise…we quickly worked out that this was a
dinosaur egg! The children have impressed us with
their enthusiasm and knowledge – teaching the
adults lots of new facts too!
Children all grew their own dinosaur at home. We
have loved hearing about how they hatched and
which dinosaur would become your new pet.

A huge Thank You to the Rotary Club
Last week the Rotary Club presented our Foundation
Stage children with a very kind donation. We have
decided to use this money to enhance our class reading
area, with an excellent seating and book storage unit.

Year 6 Warning Zone – Year 6 had an amazing day at the Warning Zone, in Leicester, learning about: Esafety, fire safety, water safety and being safe around the home and their surroundings. They participated in a
range of fun and thought-provoking activities taking a lot of useful information from the day in order to become
safe in the future.

Diary Dates
Mon 24th Feb – Back to school
Fri 28th Feb – Y6/FS Height & Weight
Mon 2nd Mar – WASPs PTA Meeting
Fri 6th Mar – Y5 Library Visit
Fri 13th Mar – Sports Relief (Dance)
Tues 17th Mar – Parents Evening (Late)
Thurs 19th Mar – Parents Evening (Early)
Fri 20th Mar – Mum’s to School
Thurs 26th Mar – Acorn 2 Assembly (9:15am)

Wed 1st April – Y4 Residential Parents’ Meeting (6pm)
Fri 3rd April – Acorn 1 Assembly (9:15am)
Fri 3rd April – Last day of term
Mon 20th April – Back to school
Mon 27th – Wed 29th Apr – Y4 Residential

We appreciate, as a school, that Year Groups find parent chat groups useful for keeping up to date with
events and homework, sharing information and building relationships. We would like to recommend
that the following advice be followed to ensure that they remain positive:
1. Be respectful to staff, children and other parents at all times
2. Don't use the group to complain about a member of staff or the school. Raise complaints
through the school's official channels so they can be dealt with in the appropriate way
3. Don't use the group to call attention to, or try to resolve, specific behaviour incidents. Discuss
these incidents with the class teacher or another member of staff so they can respond in line
with the school's behaviour policy
4. Only post or share pictures of your own child. Get permission from another child's parents
before posting or sharing photos of them
Your support with this would be much appreciated.

