2019 Autumn Term 2 – Newsletter
This half term has certainly been a half term of two halves – pre and post flooding! As usual, the
children have made us extremely proud, demonstrating real resilience when school routines have
changed, and working as hard as usual. All four house colours achieved their first non-school uniform
reward, a recognition of their hard work and determination, even at the most challenging of times.
This half term is always busy, with a variety of visitors and prospective new parents looking round. It is
always a pleasure to welcome visitors, family and friends into our school. They have certainly not been
disappointed this half term as we have seen 2SH, 4MB and 4JE perform fabulous class assemblies,
showing us just how talented the children are, and Year 5 enjoyed an afternoon sharing their WW2
work, baking and singing. Although slightly scaled down, we have tried hard to continue with as many
of our Christmas celebrations as possible, with all children being involved in a Christmas concert or
production and KS2 decorations day being well attended and enjoyed by many parents.
The aftermath of the flooding has certainly provided us with many challenges, however, as you would
expect at Willesley, everyone has been working hard together to come up with various solutions, which
have enabled us to keep school open and continue educating the children. Work has begun to get the
school back to being fully operational and we look forward to returning all children to their classrooms
as soon as possible next year. It is hoped that the Foundation Stage Unit and 2SH’s classroom will be
reinstated over the Christmas period, which will enable us to return to using the hall.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you again for your continued support and patience this
half term and to acknowledge the determination and dedication of all the staff, who have worked
tirelessly to keep school running. Willesley school continues to be a school that we are extremely
proud of and we look forward to returning to our very best when we are fully restored.
We hope you enjoy our bumper newsletter full of photographs and snippets of school life.
We wish you all a very Happy Christmas and look forward to seeing you in the New Year.
Mrs Chloe Dilks
Some Big Thank Yous! - Our community, both within school and further
afield, have been fantastic in the support since the flood in November. It has
meant a lot to the staff and children alike in helping us to move on with some
semblance of normality. We would like to make some specific 'thank yous' to
the following who have all helped in differing ways:
Twinkl, Tesco, B&M, TTS, David Wilson Homes, Ivanhoe College, Leics
Fire Brigade, WASPs and the Parents
We have had several offers of support from businesses and parents which
may be taken up at a later date. Any funds that have been donated are
currently being held pending settlement of claims by the insurers and these
will help to fill any gaps in replenishing the loss of resources, which has been considerable.

Great Fire of London - Year 1 have made a good start to their
topic of ‘Fire and Ice’. As part of their topic they have learnt
about the Great Fire of London. They created their own houses
and then set them on fire on the school field to watch how the
fire would spread. They also wrote their own instructions on
what to do if there was ever a fire at school.
Dance Festival - Year 2 danced their socks off despite limited
practice at the Dance Festival. Mrs Johnson and Mrs Sturgess
were really impressed with their performance. The crowd went
wild!

Forest School Update - Our Forest School work continues to
develop with the installing of a beautiful new, wooden, spacious
shed to store our equipment, kindly funded by our wonderful
WASPs, supported by the whole school community. A huge
thank you to everyone who has made this possible; parents,
grandparents, carers and guardians and of course all the
members of the WASPs who work so hard organising events to
raise valuable funds.
The shed had been bought from World of Sheds in Coleorton
who kindly included extra features, such as heavy duty roof
felting and additional heavy duty locks.
Also, this funding has extended to providing us with some new
equipment including loppers, gloves, fire bucket, hand drills,
portable toilet, chopping boards and protective gloves. In the
future, we hope to buy some more cooking equipment to be
used at our school site. Currently, Forest School sessions are
provided for our year 4 children, plus some smaller groups in KS1.
This year, two more members of staff have begun their Forest School Leader qualification, which will further
extend our expertise in our outdoor activities.
We continue to have the support from the rangers at Hicks Lodge who provide us with a wonderful woodland
space for our children to explore.
Y5 VE Party - Thanks to everyone for supporting our VE Party, Y5 brought in some amazing home baking &
showed off their hard work from both at home & in school.

Y5 have had an eventful half term: we had a visit from Carl Benfield to talk about democracy, we visited the
memorial and took part in the town's memorial service on Remembrance Day and we also enjoyed a visit from
the Beat Box instructor thanks to the WASPS.

B&M Grand Opening - Pupils and staff were invited to attend the opening of the new Ashby B&M store,
following a request from one of our parents following the flood, where they were presented with vouchers.
Remembrance Day - House captains and Year 6 pupils enjoyed representing the school at the Remembrance
Day Parade in Ashby.
Sport - Three Dodgeball events are what kept us busy throughout November. The events were packed full of
games with all of our children having a great time.
Lots of Y2 children also went along to Ashby School and competed in a variety of games and activities.
Sports Awards - Christmas definitely arrived early for the
school in the past month. For the second consecutive year the
school was awarded North West Leicestershire Primary
School of the Year. Mr Smedley and Miss Elliott are very
proud of all of the hard work the children showed while
representing the school last year. Thank you parents for the
support and help we received last year. We are very grateful for
your continued support.
Governors - Having been confronted with some of the most
difficult circumstances that our school has ever had to face, the
Governing Body would sincerely like to thank all of the staff,
pupils, parents and local community for such a fantastic
response.
In true Willesley style the determination of everyone to get the school back up and running and children back
into classes was remarkable in such challenging circumstances. Although this wasn’t the end of term that was
planned it has highlighted the resilience of the school and the tremendous support that we have from the local
community.
I would like to wish all of the staff a much needed and well deserved Christmas break to spend with family and
friends and we can look forward to another fantastic year in 2020 at Willesley Primary School (whatever it
throws at us).
A fond farewell to 2019 (Y1) - The flood wreaked havoc on parts of the building but the Year One children
were resilient and coped beautifully with room and routine changes. Lessons continued as normal so there was
no escape from reading, writing, maths and topic. Waitrose kindly donated
£50 to buy the children a treat in response to our Excitable Edgar work
following the upheaval. Thank you all for your support and understanding.
We are looking forward to returning to our own classrooms.
The usual Christmas play had to be cancelled but we re-jigged and had a
lovely service at the church instead with our Year Two friends. It was magical
and the children were amazing. They took us to Bethlehem through verse,
narrative and song. On our journey to and from the church, we had a mixture
of puzzled looks and cheery waves as the nativity made its way through the
town. Thank you to all the volunteers who helped us to get there safely.
We have enjoyed a visit to Conkers. We met Father Christmas and he gave
us a present. After exploring, we had a drink and cookie to recharge our
batteries. The Elves helped us to find our way round. The ride on the Santa
Express was very exciting.
On Friday, we are hoping to have a special visitor. Any guesses who that
could be? Shh!
We would like to wish you all a restful Christmas and a Happy New Year. Please have a safe and restful break.
We are looking forward to seeing you all again in January. Year 1 Team

WASPs - Although we had to cancel the WASPs Christmas Craft Fair, we hope that the children had fun putting
together their challenge bags and enjoyed discovering the goodies in those that they won. Between the
challenge bags, Christmas lollies and the Christmas Jumper sale we raised at least £600! Thanks to everyone
who took part. Following the success of the Christmas jumper sale we will be collecting them again at the
beginning of next term to have another sale in December 2020 – so please hang on to any that will be too
small for your children next year. Not only does it help raise funds for our school but it means we are doing our
bit towards textile reuse. A win-win for us all!
We are already working on some fabulous events for 2020. We will be holding Valentine’s discos for all the
children, a family treasure hunt in May and of course there is the Summer Carnival to look forward to. Look out
for more information about how you can get involved next term.
In January we will be launching our Winter raffle! We have loads of prizes up for grabs including several gift
vouchers - £50 from Boden, £50 from John Lewis, £30 from Argos and £10 from the Co-op. If you have any
business contacts who would like to donate a prize, then please let us know. We’ll let you have all the details
you need ahead of the children bringing the raffle tickets home.
WASPS have, just this week, agreed to donate £3,000 of the money raised from events during the year
towards the installation of a powerful new projector and electric screen for the Hall. This is being
installed early in the New Year.
Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and all the best for the
New Year. Thank you for all the support you give to WASPs events and fundraisers, by working together all our
children benefit.
Year 6 Ivanhoe - Here are some photos from our Science lessons at Ivanhoe - all of the children are enjoyed
their time and experience working in the purpose built science labs.

Diary Dates
Fri 20th Dec – Last day of Term
Tues 7th Jan 2020 – Back to school
Tues 7th Jan – Y6 Stone Age day
Sat 11th Jan – Cross Country, Hugglescote
Tues 14th Jan – Y4 Greek Day
Sat 18th Jan – Cross Country, Appleby Magna
Tues 21st Jan – Visiting Poet James Carter
Mon 27th – Fri 31st – Y6 Mock SATs
Fri 31st Jan – 5HE Class Assembly
Year 3 Carol Service - On Tues day 17th December we had o ur annual Chr is tmas Carol concert at Holy Trini ty Church. Whils t Year s ix t old the s tory o f Chris tmas in vers e, our Year 3 children provided t he characters and action of the nat ivity. Des pite the challenges of the las t te rm and the lack of opportu nity/s pace to practice, we think ch ildren did a fantas tic job. They really did ris e to the occas ion and their cos tumes looked fantas tic - many thanks to pa rents for all your ef forts wit h this .
M is s Callaway and M is s Dixon Smith were very p roud of al l the child ren and hope they all have a fabul ous Chris tmas break.

Thurs 6th Feb – Y5 Global Leicester Visit
Fri 7th Feb – 6ST Class Assembly
Mon 10th Jan – Y6 Warning Zone Visit
Tues 11th Feb – Safer Internet Day
Fri 14th Feb – 6AW Class Assembly
Fri 14th Feb – Last Day of Term
Mon 24th Feb – Back to school

Many thanks to Ivanhoe College for accommodating our Year 6 classes for the last three weeks of this term.
We’ve appreciated using your classrooms, gym, dining hall and playground, and special thanks to Jeanette
Harris – Facilities Manager and Mrs Boussida for giving up her valuable time to teach us some fun and exciting
science!

Some young representatives from our school were invited to attend the unveiling of Ashby’s new ‘Forest Floor’
sculpture on North Street. The artwork was designed by the artist Adrian Moakes from ideas contributed from
workshops in last year’s year 4 classes and pupils from two other Ashby schools.
The finished sculpture is impressive and something our pupils are deservedly proud of being involved with.

Snow Queen - In our final week of the Autumn Term, we
were all treated to a festive performance of the Snow Queen
by a theatre company from London, Hobgoblin.
The children thoroughly enjoyed the hilarious, modern version
of the story and to see their smiling faces throughout the show
was wonderful. The adults enjoyed it too!
Year 3 Carol Service - On Tuesday 17th December we had
our annual Christmas Carol concert at Holy Trinity Church.
Whilst Year six told the story of Christmas in verse, our Year 3
children provided the characters and action of the nativity. Despite the challenges of the last term and the lack
of opportunity/space to practice, we think children did a fantastic job. They really did rise to the occasion and
their costumes looked fantastic - many thanks to parents for all your efforts with this.
Miss Callaway and Miss Dixon Smith were very proud of all the children and hope they all have a fabulous
Christmas break.
Foundation Stage - Wow – what a busy term we have had! The children have
definitely settled in wonderfully to life at Willesley and have coped amazingly with
the current changes of our classroom and resources. They really are superstars.
A King is Born - Thank you to all who came to watch our recent nativity
performance – we hope you enjoyed it as much as we did performing it. The
children did us proud with their excellent singing, acting and dancing.
Year 2 had a fabulous festive morning at the church as they took part in ‘The
journey of Christmas’. They displayed great behaviour when walking to and from the
church as well as when taking part in the activities!
Year 1 – Conkers Trip

