
        
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2022 Spring Term 2 - Newsletter  
 
This half term we have welcomed 8 senior leaders from other schools across the Trust. They observed 
teaching and learning across the school, talked to children and leaders and spent the day getting the feel for 
Willesley School. Their feedback was extremely positive, with a particular mention of behaviour for learning 
being outstanding and pupils being extremely polite. Something we are extremely proud of. 
 
Pupils (and staff!) have thoroughly enjoyed the PTA Easter activities that have taken place recently. A 
massive thank you to all parents involved in the planning and delivery of the event. I would also like to extend 
a thank you to parents who have helped out with reading and other activities in school. 
 
Over the Easter holidays, we are having our KS2 toilets completely refurbished to improve facilities for pupils; 
I am sure that pupils in the Oak building will be very pleased with the result and will ensure that they treat 
them with respect. 
 
Although next term is extremely short, we have lots to fit in. Year 4 head straight off on their residential after 
the break, and Year 2 have theirs to look forward to in June. Please keep an eye on the Weduc calendar for 
other key dates, including sports days. 
 
We wish you all a very restful and Happy Easter. 
Best Wishes 
Chloe Dilks 
Headteacher 

 
Changes to staffing Y1 and Year 3 
We are looking forward to welcoming Miss Buckley back from maternity leave. She will be teaching class 1SH 
every Friday and class 3DD every Monday. As usual, Mrs Hender and Miss Dixon-Smith will continue to teach 
the remainder of the week. A big thank you to Mrs O’Connell, who has been teaching class 1SH and to 
Mrs Severn, who has been teaching class 3DD. 
 
Foundation Stage 
What a busy half term the Acorns have had! Our new topic, 'Roots, Shoots and Juicy Fruits' has provided us 
with many learning opportunities. We started the term by looking at what instructions are. We then read and 
followed a set to help us plant our very own beanstalks. 
 
The children have enjoyed watching them grow and discussing why some have grown better than others and 
what plants need to survive. We have also been learning all about Spring and the signs we may spot in our 
environment as well as enjoying an Easter egg hunt!  
 
We have also had a special visitor come into Acorns. Roz the dental nurse came and shared ways of how we 
can take care of our teeth. We then practiced our brushing skills on some giant teeth. We hope all the Acorns 
and their families' have a fabulous Easter break and we look forward to welcoming you all back for the final 
term. 

              



Year 1 
Hello to our lovely year one parents and carers. We would like to share some of our highlights this half term. 
 
We loved World Book Day when we came to school in our pyjamas. We switched off the lights and read by 
candlelight. It was so peaceful and relaxing. The year 6 children came to our room to share reading books with 
us. They were amazing and we loved having our special visitors. Talking of special visitors, Pippa Curnick, the 
children’s book illustrator kindly shared her experience with us. The children loved it. 
 
In Science, we had a taste test to explore our senses. The lemon was not so popular. It was tricky to distinguish 
between the different flavours of crisps. At the end, we had a delicious mini picnic and hoovered up all the food. 
Yum! 
 
We had a day dedicated to design and technology where we tried to recreate the Three Little Pigs’ House and 
make improvements. We thought about floors, walls and even the roof. The Big Bad Wolf is not going to get us! 
 
The Easter Fayre by the PTA was absolutely fabulous and our thanks go to the entire team of volunteers for 
their immense effort. The studio was a veritable Easter garden full of exciting activities. So much work went into 
it. The children raced round looking for Easter bunny clues. We all got a prize and a super bag of goodies to 
take home. 
 
The staff loved sharing the children’s successes at Parents’ Evening. Thank you for taking the time and trouble 
to book a time to meet with us. We really appreciate it. 
 
We were sad to say goodbye to Miss Huckvale who completed a very successful final teaching practice with us. 
She is currently in the process of applying for jobs while finishing her dissertation at university. She was a 
delight to have on the staff and the children really warmed to her. 
 
Finally, we would like to wish you all a very Happy Easter. Enjoy the break and have a well-earned rest. Can 
you believe we only have one term left together? Where does the time go? Thank you for your continued 
support. 
 

       
 
Year 2 
Year 2 have continued to work exceptionally hard this half term. We enjoyed coming to school in our pyjamas 
for World Book Day and sharing our favourite stories with our classmates. We also had an exciting assembly 
and workshop from author Pippa Curnick which inspired us to create our own creatures after creating one 
together. We loved testing the absorbency of different materials in science. In maths, we have started looking at 
2D shapes using geo boards.   
 
Have a fabulous Easter break Year 2! 

       

 



 
Year 3 
Year 3 have had another busy half-term. In science, we have been learning all about the human body. We 
explored why we have bones and muscles, how our lungs work and what food we should be eating to stay 
healthy. One of our favourite lessons was when we considered what life would be like if our bones were bendy! 
After lots of consideration, we realised there were a lot more negatives than positives. 
 
In our RE lessons we have been exploring Sikhism. We learnt that the Sikh holy book is called the Guru Granth 
Sahib and that Sikh people worship in a gurdwara. We particularly enjoyed our visit from Mr Singh, who taught 
us about the Sikh Gurus and the origins of Sikhism. One of our favourite parts was seeing pictures and videos 
of the Golden Temple in India – the food being shared looked delicious! 

 

     
     
Year 4  

It's all been one big 'eggsperiment'! 🙂 

 
Year 4 have had yet another busy half term. Not only have we worked hard to complete all of our assessments, 
the children have not stopped with their learning. We are very proud of how well they have managed 
themselves over the last few weeks, especially when we know some have felt a little anxious. 
 
In maths, our objectives have been linked to converting, comparing and ordering measures. This took us 
outside for an active lesson, where we measured all manner of items across the playground/in the classroom, 
giving us an opportunity to practise using various measuring devices. We have also completed a similar lesson 
on the properties of shapes, in order to reflect on learning from the Autumn Term. The children thoroughly enjoy 
these sessions and relish working together across both classes. 
On Friday afternoons, we've been enjoying a foray into music. The song 'Lean on me' by Bill Withers has been 
reviewed, sung and a musical accompaniment learned on the glockenspiel. We made sure we were counting 
ourselves in and keeping to the beat. We know that some of the children came home singing the song and 
reflecting on the lyrics. The words have also been talked about in our various PSHE lessons, where we've been 
discussing the qualities of friendships and how best to resolve tricky situations. 
Our science lessons have been a mix of learning, through research, and completing topical experiments! (This 
is where our newsletter entry title comes in!) The main investigation we set-up and observed used 5 hard-boiled 
eggs that were placed into different liquids over 5 days. The aim was to consider the effect these liquids can 
have on our teeth. Needless to say, the results surprised a few..... especially the cola and orange juice (see the 
pictures attached of the results here)  
 
So, we move towards the end of another section of our time in Year 4 and the Easter break. We would like to 
wish all a sunshine-filled 2 weeks and hope that the recent '4 seasons in one day' that we've been experiencing 
doesn't continue. Have a lovely time and thank you for all the continued support.  
 
We look forward to seeing the children back on 25th April, with those going to Hollowford all packed and ready 
for the off. The rest, prepared for a few days in school completing some equally fun activities. 

         

       



 
Year 5. 
It was a privilege for some members of year 5 to share with the Ashby community in the celebration of 
Commonwealth Day on March 14th. 

 

 
      
Y5 had a lovely day out in Leicester exploring the cultural differences. We tried out Indian dancing, visited the 
temple for lunchtime prayers, met shop owners & sampled some treats! 
 

         
 
During art, Year 5 have enjoyed looking at patterns inspired by the work of William Morris. They have created 
their own patterns in his style and based their work on nature. The children incorporated many plants, fruits and 
insects in their designs. They then used an app to repeat and reflect their work. We then uploaded their 
reflected piece onto a website so we could see what it would look like as wallpaper. The children were very 
proud of what they created. 
 

     
 
In Design and Technology, Year 5 finished their Structures unit on bridges by designing, building and evaluating 
a bridge in groups. The children had to work to a specific design criteria: span a gap of 50cm, clearance of 
20cm, strong, look attractive, support the weight of a Sphero and allow two cars to pass on either side. I don't 
know about you, but we were very impressed with the children and what they created. They showed 
perseverance, great communication and imagination 
 



     
 
 
Year 6 
 
Year 6 have had a very busy and exciting few weeks.  
 
In February, we attended The Warning Zone which teaches children life-skills such as consequences of actions 
and risky behaviour; it combines vital messages on personal safety and online safety, helping to prepare them 
for their transition into early adolescence. This was a fun and interactive way of learning. We are looking 
forward to following this up next week with a visit from the Police.  
 
It has been a very active half term with lots of sporting events taking place including football, hockey, and the 
finals of the Sports Hall Athletics, where the team achieved an impressive second place. 
In school, we have been practising our gymnastic skills and learning how to vault onto a range of equipment. 
This has taken great perseverance and confidence. Everyone is really improving. 
Many children have also taken part in Bikeabillity this week. This is a cycling course where they learn how to 
ride safely on the roads. Although they had to battle through a variety of weather conditions, they all thoroughly 
enjoyed it and it was a very educational experience. 
 

       
 

World Book Day and our Reading Challenge 

It was lovely seeing all of our pupils and staff coming to school on World Book Day in their pyjamas and 
onesies.  The children also enjoyed the opportunity of wearing their slippers in class and enjoying the 
celebration of reading, whilst each class discussed the importance of reading to learn and for pleasure. 

Every class focused on a particular fairy tale or a different version of a fairy tale such as Cinderfella, which Year 
3 looked at together.  Year 5 studied the Elves and the Shoemaker and Year 6 carried out a debate into 
whether the Big, Bad Wolf was innocent or guilty for destroying the homes of the 'Three Little Pigs' and there 
were some amazing points considered for both sides of the argument. 

The week was concluded with a visit from the talented Pippa Curnick who shared her children's books and 
illustrations, which the pupils loved seeing.  Pippa then worked in some of the classrooms creating new 
creatures and using their pupils' imagination.  Since her visit, it has been great seeing some of our pupils with 
their heads glued to her books especially the book: Indigo Wilde. 



I know that we have been keeping you all up-to-date with the amount of money raised with our sponsored 
reading challenge and for the past few weeks we have been sharing the growing amount in our celebration 
assemblies.  The final total stands at an outstanding total of £4308.25.  I would like to say a huge 'thank you' 
to the Willesley community for your generosity, whilst the children developed their reading further by completing 
the different activities.  We are now in the procedure of ordering new phonics books for KS1 and Accelerated 
Reader books for KS2.  As the money is used towards different reading resources, we will keep you all updated 
as to where the sponsor money has been spent. 

Thank you for your continuing support and we look forward to sharing with you our new reading resources.            

 

 
Young Artists 
 
Well done to all our winners in this year's Young Artist Competition. We had lots of entries around the theme 
Colours in Nature and a group of children were invited to Conkers on Friday 1st April to receive their certificates. 
A big well done to all our entrants. 
 

      
 
 

Willesley Wellbeing 
 

      
 
Conversations have the power to change lives - helping to create supportive communities where we can talk 
openly about mental health and feel empowered to seek help when we need it. (Mind and Rethink Mental 
Health) 
 
Here are some top tips about starting conversations: 
 

• Ask questions and listen—asking questions can give the person space to express how they’re feeling 
and what they’re going through, and it will help you to understand their experience better. Try to ask 



questions that are open and not leading or judgmental, like “how does that affect you?” or “what does it 
feel like?” 

 

• Think about the time and place—sometimes it’s easier to talk side by side rather than face to face. So, if 
you do talk in person, you might want to chat while you are doing something else. You could start a 
conversation when you’re walking, cooking or stuck in traffic. However, don’t let the search for the 
perfect place put you off! 

 

• Treat them the same—when someone has a mental health problem, they’re still the same person as 
they were before. And that means when a friend or loved one opens up about mental health, they don’t 
want to be treated any differently. If you want to support them, keep it simple. Do the things you’d 
normally do. 

 

• Don't try and fix it—When someone has a mental health problem, they’re still the same person as they 
were before. And that means when a friend or loved one opens up about mental health, they don’t want 
to be treated any differently. If you want to support them, keep it simple. Do the things you’d normally 
do. 

 

• Be patient—No matter how hard you try some people might not be ready to talk about what they’re 
going through. That’s ok – the fact that you’ve tried to talk to them about it may make it easier for them 
to open up another time. 

 
This book has been designed to help open up conversations about mental wellbeing with children. It explores 
the ways that kids can keep their minds healthy, exploring topics such as positive self-image, emotional 
intelligence, relationships and mindfulness. It could prove a great foundation for some positive habits. 
 
One of the ‘5 Ways to Wellbeing’ is to give to others. Research suggests that acts of giving and kindness can 
help improve your mental wellbeing. You have all been incredible at giving to our Ukraine Appeal. Your 
donations and those of the wider Ashby community have been both mind-blowing and humbling. What seems 
so little to us has made a huge difference to those fleeing violence. Thank you for your generous donations and 
also to the people helping with the logistics. 
 
If you have any concerns about your child’s mental health, please do reach out. I (Gill Pearson) am always 
available to contact in person, via email or by telephone. Our ELSA (Mrs Westwood) is trained to provide 
emotional and social skills support to children. Please feel free to contact us if your child is experiencing any 
difficulties. 
 
As always, there is gratitude to the whole Willesley team. Grateful, heartfelt thanks go to the super cleaning 
staff, the wonderful admin group, our amazing catering staff, our kind midday supervisors, our tremendous team 
of TA’s, our compassionate 1:1 TA’s, our dedicated teachers, the committed management team and the ever-
resourceful PTA. Finally, the glue holding us all together is our fantastic children and ever supportive parents 
and carers. Have a bright, fun filled Easter. Take time to rest and enjoy. Thank you! 

 
 
Willesley PTA 
We have had a busy year so far, finishing recently with our two day Easter event. It was wonderful to see the 
children enjoying the Easter trail (in the snow…..). As well as decorating terracotta plant pots, planting 
sunflower seeds, making bouncing cup bunnies, and playing games. They were all so well behaved; it was a joy 
to see, and it's not too late to donate via ParentPay, remember all money is invested back into the school and 
events like this. 
 

 
 
 

Thank you to all of you who purchased cookbooks, we are pleased                
 to say that the proceeds have gone towards donations to the food 
 bank and Steps. We have a few exciting projects on the go, such 
 as new sheds for school arriving this year, the year 6 leavers 
 disco and a summer event – so look out for WEDUC messages. 
 
We also hope that events like these will encourage more parents, 
carers, grandparents and relatives to come along and volunteer.  
Volunteering doesn’t mean a full-time role, just a few hours at an  
                                                                                        
 



event, or helping with event preparations and just sharing ideas can make the world of difference. Please do get 
in touch via the office, or using our email ashbywillesleywasps@hotmail.co.uk. You can also visit our Facebook 
page, Willesley Association of School & Parents | Facebook. We would love to hear from you. 
 
Many thanks for your continued support, and wishing everyone a Happy Easter! 
Ashby Willesley PTA. 
 

 
Latest COVID-19 guidance from the Department for Education 
 

• Adults with the symptoms of a respiratory infection, and who have a high temperature or feel unwell, 
should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people until they feel well enough to resume 
normal activities and they no longer have a high temperature 

• Children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should stay at home and avoid 
contact with other people. They can go back to school, college or childcare when they no longer have a 
high temperature, and they are well enough to attend 

• Adults with a positive COVID-19 test result should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other 
people for 5 days, which is when they are most infectious. For children and young people aged 18 and 
under, the advice will be 3 days. 

 
 
Message from the Governors 
 
Education is a really tough profession to be working in at the moment (alongside some other professions) and I, 
on behalf of the Governors, would like to say a huge thank you to Mrs Dilks, the senior leadership team and all 
of the staff at Ashby Willesley. Everyone is working tirelessly to get school back to 'normal' for the sake of the 
children and for this, we must be very grateful. The opportunities that the children get offered - be it trips or 
residentials, sports or musical activities - it is great to have these things back. It is hard-going for everyone but a 
little bit of support goes a long way! 
 
The Governors would like to wish you all a very happy Easter! 

mailto:ashbywillesleywasps@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/willesleypta

