
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2022 Spring Term 1 - Newsletter  
This has certainly been the most challenging half term we have experienced throughout the pandemic, with 
both pupils and staff being affected by Covid in large numbers. Staff in school have done an exceptional job 
of covering absences, often taking on more than one role to ensure that children receive high quality 
education and are safe. Regular testing by families at home has been vital in helping us to try and control the 
spread as much as possible – hopefully, we have now seen the worst of it! 
 
We continue to have a busy and thriving school, which you will see throughout the newsletter. Achievements 
have come in many forms including house point rewards, sporting success and academic progress. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and understanding this half term and a big well done pupils, who have 
remained focused and positive, even with such uncertainty surrounding them. 
 
Enjoy the half term break and we will look forward to welcoming you back on Monday. 
 
Best wishes 
Chloe Dilks 
Headteacher 

 
 

Foundation Stage 
The Acorns have had a busy half term learning all about their topic, 'Winter Wonderland'. This half term has 
involved lots of scientific enquiry and geographical knowledge. We took trips on Google Earth to help 
us compare the North and South pole to each other as well as to our own environment. We then looked at the 
types of animals we might find there compared to animals we might see near home. Building shelters for the 
animals using marshmallows and cocktail sticks was one of our favourite activities.   
 
The children have loved helping carry out some science experiments and have even started making simple 
predictions. We have explored floating and sinking, melting ice to rescue penguins and how 'blubber' keeps 
some polar animals warm.  
 
During the half-term we have also explored and celebrated Chinese New Year. We had great fun dressing up, 
setting up a Chinese restaurant and attempting to use chop sticks!  
 
The children are really impressing us with the vocabulary that they are remembering and using across the 
whole of the curriculum and we can't wait to start our new topic next half term, 'Roots, Shoots and Juicy Fruits'. 
 

          
 
 
 



 
Year 1 
Did you know that Willesley has been plagued by a tiger? The tiger broke into our classroom and trashed it. It 
was a complete mess! We think it was looking for food. We wrote instructions to make a jam sandwich and 
made them. We wanted to tempt the tiger back. It worked! We caught the tiger on video. 
 
The tiger made another appearance as we celebrated Chinese New Year. We learned that a tiger personality is 
brave, courageous and independent. We painted some beautiful tigers for our wall and made up a celebratory 
dragon dance. 
 
We have continued our ‘Animals and Humans’ science topic. Our learning has focussed on mammals, reptiles 
and amphibians. We ventured into the local environment when we walked along Packington Lane looking for 
animals. We spotted dogs, horses, birds and insects. The children were very sensible and were a credit to 
Willesley School and yourselves. 
 
This week, we were very fortunate to have a visit from Leicestershire Fire and Rescue Service. They taught us 
about fire and road safety. We practised our ‘Stop, Drop and Roll’ technique. 
 
Our next topic will be ‘Weather and Whiskers.’ 

            
 

 
 
Year 2 
It has been another busy half term in year 2 and we are very proud of everyone’s hard work. We have really 
enjoyed writing about Superworm and we have loved making 3D sculptures from clay, paper and natural 
objects based on Julia Donaldson books. 
 
In Science, we explored materials to decide which would be the most and least suitable to make a pair of tights 
for the ‘Smartest Giant in Town’. Thank you for your continued support at home during what has been a rocky 
half term. 
 
This half term our Art focus has been 3D form, we have been using stories by Julia Donaldson and nature as 
our theme. The children have also worked with clay. We are so proud of their amazing Stickmen sculptures. 
 

          
 

 

 

 

 



 
Year 3 
Year 3 have had a busy half-term in the classroom and have particularly enjoyed exploring a new text in our 
English lessons, Fantastic Mr Fox. The tales of the crafty fox and the three farmers have helped us to extend 
our vocabulary and develop our reading comprehension skills. Using the text as a stimulus, we have also 
written fantastic newspaper reports, detailed diary entries and a summary of the entire story in less than two-
hundred words. 
 
Another highlight of the spring term has been researching volcanoes and earthquakes in our geography 
lessons. After spending time learning all about the different types of volcanoes and how they are formed, we 
used oil pastels to create some eye-catching artwork. Another favourite lesson was when we explored the 
Christchurch earthquake in New Zealand and used fabric, sand and plastic blocks to replicate the movement of 
the tectonic plates. This showed us how the buildings closest to the epicentre and fault line are usually the ones 
that suffer the most damage. 

 

     
    
 
 
Year 4  
Well, it certainly seems like we’ve hit the ground running this term.  Despite the illness and necessary absences 
from school, the children have been superstars.  A BIG thanks to parents and carers for keeping things going 
with home learning and to the children for battling on when not feeling their best.  Super troupers, indeed!  
 
This half term we have launched into a new science topic on Electricity. The children have been buzzing with 
enthusiasm, exploring making circuits and creating simple switches.  There have been a few ‘eureka’ moments.  
 
During our PE lessons, we have been fortunate to benefit from some badminton sessions in school led by 
Carol.  The children have thoroughly enjoyed learning (for many) a new skill which may inspire some to take up 
badminton at the leisure centre.  
 
During these last few weeks, the children have particularly enjoyed our unit on poetry.  Exploring the nonsense 
narrative poems of Edward Lear and creating fabulous, funny limericks.  It has been great to have something to 
smile and laugh about and it has raised our spirits.  
 
In our history lessons, we have been exploring the Ancient Greeks who we have to thank for the Olympic 
Games (which is rather appropriate as the Winter Olympics has already begun).  The children have been 
fascinated by the legend of ‘The Wooden Horse of Troy’ and we are looking forward to seeing where their 
imagination takes them as they complete the latest homework assignment to create their own horse of Troy.  
 
Well, what a start to the new year!  Let’s keep up the great work and, before we know it, spring will have sprung. 
       

 

         
 



 
Year 5. 
Y5 have had some great visits both in person and virtually. Phil from Severn Trent visited us virtually to help us 
learn more about the water cycle and how we can save water plus the history of cleaning water so it is safer to 
drink. The fire service helped us to think about keeping safe in our houses. Both visits helped us with key life 
skills. 

 
Year 5 have also been investigating bridges in D&T. We've constructed different types of bridges and tested 
how much weight they can hold and whether a vehicle can travel smoothly over them. We will continue this 
topic after half-term, linking it to ICT. 

 

      
 
 
Year 6 
At the beginning of the term, Year 6 were transported back in time to The Stone Age by their exciting visitor, 
Dom. They learnt many facts about the era through interesting and engaging activities, such as quizzes and 
games. Did you know that there are 3 time periods that make up The Stone Age? Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and 
Neolithic.  
 
In the afternoon, we showed our creativity, designing and making Stone Age inspired jewellery out of clay. A 
great day was had by everyone. 
 
 

        
 

Reading at Willesley 
It has been so lovely hearing about all of the fantastic reading that has been happening throughout the school 
so far this year.  Our 6 pupils enjoyed supporting pupils in Year 2 before Christmas, listening to them read and 
discussing the books being read.   

Our KS1 pupils have been working really hard on their phonics and I have had the pleasure in seeing a lot of 
these pupils working on different sounds, reading and spelling words, and seeing the focus words within 
sentences.   

Learning to read is such an important life skill and we appreciate the support at home too in practising these 
reading skills.  Sharing books together is a great chance to spend time together, reading for pleasure and 
enjoying the characters and places that books take us to.   

As our children progress through Willesley, we continue to work on their reading skills, however, the focus 
develops into 'reading to learn'.  Non-fiction books also provide a wealth of facts and develop curiosity about the 
world around us.   



            

This leads nicely onto World Book Day which is on Thursday 3rd March and is the 25th anniversary of this 
event.  These events, like others that schools promote, are a great opportunity to focus on reading but I always 
want to create a lasting effect from them.  The current Year 6 pupils still talk about the Julius Zebra books that 
Gary Northfield writes and illustrates after his visit back in 2018.   
 
This year, I would like to promote the importance of bedtime reading.  Reading before going to sleep is a 
relaxing way to switch off the mind in order to get a good night's sleep and it can also be a relaxing activity to do 
for our mental health.  Hearing a story or just enjoying a book together can create a calming atmosphere and 
we are going to be doing this in school too.   
 
On World Book Day, we will be asking the children and the staff to come to school in their pyjamas or onesies 
and they are more than welcome to bring in their slippers too for the day.  We will also be planning other 
activities too around and on World Book day too.  More details will be shared in a separate Weduc message. 

Keep up the fantastic reading everyone. 

Alison Wilder      
 

 
Key Stage 2 PE News 
All KS2 classes were entered into a virtual athletics event before Xmas; the results have now been announced.  
Y3,4 and Y6 were the winners in North West Leicestershire with Y5 being second in the area. Y6 also went on 
to be 3rd in the County Virtual Championships and Y4 were 5th school in the county.  
 
Later this year, we hope to repeat one or more of the events to see how he children have individually improved 
against their own personal best.       
 
 
 
Willesley Wellbeing 
 

                 
 
We have celebrated a full week of mental health with the children. This year's theme is ‘Growing Together.’  We 
encouraged the children (and adults) to consider how they have grown, and how they can help others to grow. 
Some of the many activities undertaken were assemblies, stories about growing/changing, writing activities and 
art. There were lots of opportunities for mindfulness activities too.  The celebration drew to a close with the 
‘Dress to Express’ day - an enjoyable and reflective way to show our individual personalities.  
 
Our fabulous School Association supported us by crocheting worry worms for those children struggling with 
worries and anxieties. This has been a phenomenal undertaking on their part and the most thoughtful gesture. 



We send a massive ‘thank you’ to all those involved. Sharing mental health across our whole school community 
is heart-warming and beneficial. 
 
Our ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant) is trained to provide emotional and social skills support to 
children. Please feel free to contact us if your child is experiencing any difficulties. 
 
As always, our grateful thanks go to the entire Willesley team.  It has been a very trying time due to increased 
Covid infections but we have managed to keep all the bubbles open and offered home learning as required.  
Thank you to cleaners, caterers, admin support, lunchtime supervisors, teachers, teaching assistants, 
management, parents and carers. 

 
 
 
E'Safety Day - 8th February 2022 
E'Safety Day takes place each year in February and this year it fell on Tuesday 8th. It was aimed at educating 
children and young adults regards using online platforms and accessing the internet through our various 
devices, safely. Whilst we focus our attention on E'Safety on this day in school, we also ensure we 
communicate to the children about staying safe online at other times too. We will talk about staying safe 
whenever we have a computing lesson, or whilst using iPads to search for information. Lessons and 
discussions are always targeted at the right level for the children in class. 
 
Please find here https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers a link to the UK's internet 
safety website. When you access this as a parent/carer you will find a variety of resources that can help you to 
support your child at home with their understanding of staying safe. We will continue to keep the children safe in 
school and encourage them to do the same when at home but your support with this is very much appreciated.  
 
If you have any questions, or need further guidance, please do not hesitate to get in touch with myself and I will 
help as much as I can. You can message me via the email - yearfour@willesley.leics.sch.uk  
Thank you all. Wishing you a safe and happy half term break. 
Jill Edwards - Computing Subject lead. 

 
 
Choir update 
Our choir have now completed the Charnwood Arts' Just Be You singing project and we now have our own 
professional school recording of the song 'Just Be You' (which sounds amazing!) We also feature on the 
completed community single alongside two other schools, which is being used by Charnwood Arts to promote 
their message of confidence and acceptance among young people.  
 
We are very proud to have taken part in this project and you can hear the single here:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ArD99N56HFE or on the Charnwood Arts website.  
 
Now the focus is on Young Voices where we get to sing a variety of songs including a Muppets Medley and 
Beatles Medley. Well done and thank you to the choir for their commitment and enthusiasm so far this year.  
 
Mrs Hender 
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Willesley PTA 
Just a quick update on the PTA. Firstly, we would like to say a huge thank you to all who supported the raffle, 
tea towels and coasters, and finally the Christmas event last term. We are pleased to say that with your support, 
we raised £4481.00.  
 
Hopefully you have seen in the car park our new uniform recycling bin (in bright yellow). Please feel free to 
place all second hand donations in here and we will be launching a second hand uniform shop in the coming 
months.  
 

   
 
 
 
 

 
 
       

The children have also received worry worms this week as part of children's 
mental health week. These were kindly crocheted by volunteers in the PTA 
with a view to giving children an opportunity to share their worries.  
 
After the success of the Christmas event, we will be hosting an Easter event 
at school for the children so please keep your eyes peeled for updates 
about it on WEDUC and our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/willesleypta 
 
As always, none of this would be possible without your support, and so if 
you would like to get more involved, feel free to get in contact via school, or 
send an email to ashbywillesleywasps@hotmail.co.uk. 
 
Thank you for your continued support, Ashby Willesley PTA 
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