
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2021 Autumn Term 2 - Newsletter  
As we come to the end of the longest term of the academic year, we can reflect on so many achievements. It 
has certainly been a busy one!.   
 
We have had a big focus on our 12 core values in our Keystage achievement assemblies this term. Children 
are very aware of what they are and demonstrate them in all aspects of school life. Visitors never fail to 
comment on how polite, well-mannered and friendly our pupils are. My office has been busy with 100 house 
point achievers collecting their reward, and pupils sharing examples of fabulous work.  
 
We were delighted to welcome parents back into school for face-to-face parents’ meetings in October  - 
something that we have missed, and feel is a key part of forming relationships with our families. We have also 
been delighted to be able to share our Christmas nativities with you. It made us realise just how long it has 
been since you have been able to come into school and join us and has been a very welcome return.   
 
Our PTA have also made a welcome return to school. After a great deal of planning and preparation they 
delivered the most magical grotto experience for the children. Every child left with a huge smile and a bag full 
of goodies and crafts that they collected throughout their visit. What an incredible experience. A huge thank 
you must go to the whole team for their creativity, imagination and hard work to bring something so special in 
to school.  
 
We have also had a visit from ITV, who came to interview pupils about antibullying. The pupils really 
impressed us with their confident and mature responses, inspiring positive feedback from members of the 
local community. We marked Remembrance Day with a KS2 and virtual KS1 assembly. Year 5 shared some 
thought proving poems and writing and the whole school showed their respect with a minutes silence. A group 
of Year 5 pupils attended the service in town and laid a wreath on behalf of the school; we were immensely 
proud to hear of the large numbers of our pupils who attended the Sunday service, representing lots of 
different community groups.  
 
All staff are so proud of our pupils on a daily basis but events like these just remind us how thoughtful and 
kind they are.   
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you again for your continued support this half term and to 
acknowledge the determination and dedication of all the staff, who, as always, have worked tirelessly in very 
difficult circumstances. Willesley continues to be a school that I am extremely proud of.  
 
Wishing you all a merry Christmas and well-deserved break.  
Best wishes 
Chloe Dilks 
Headteacher 

 
Staff Changes 
Mrs Jane Severn will be teaching in place of Miss Rainbow on a Monday in 3DD. The pupils are already familiar 
with Mrs Seven, who has taught them on several occasions.  Alison Freeman has now started her maternity 
leave.  We wish her all the best with the birth of her second baby.   Michelle Lacey will be taking on the role of 
SENDCO next term. 
 
Update on Governance 
We had a great response to our request for applications for Co-opted Governors in the Summer Term. Unlike 
Parent governors, which are voted into office, Co-opted governors are appointed by the Local Governor Body 
based on skill sets that are required to complement the existing board members.  
 
We would like to welcome our four new governors, whose appointments started in November. You may see 
them around school as they are also parents. 



 Dr Geoff Foulds 
 Mr David Singh 
 Mrs Louise Caller 
 Mr Ian Gisbourne 

The governors would like to express our thanks to the staff, pupils and parents for their continued hard work 
during these challenging times. 

Foundation Stage 
The Acorns have had a very busy half term learning all about their topic 'Helping Hands'. We have had a variety 
of visitors in, all who help us in one way or another such as a paramedic, police officers, firefighters, and vet. 
During our topic it has been Road Safety Week. We thought about how to stay safe when near the roadside and 
then put our learning into practice by going for a walk out in the local area. The children were impeccably 
behaved and the EYFS team were very proud of them.  
We are now fully emerged in festive fun and look forward to sharing some of our exciting activities with you. 
 

      
 
Year 1 
The children have really enjoyed the ‘Fire and Ice’ topic this term. The favourite part was The Great Fire of 
London. We talked about how, where and why the fire started. We were surprised to learn that houses had to 
be blown up to stop the fire from spreading. In Design and Technology, we made period houses and filled them 
with combustible materials. Next came the real excitement. We took them onto the field and set fire to them! 
There were crackles, bangs, sparks and collapsing buildings. The children loved it. 

     
 
Thank you to all who were able to attend out Nativity called ‘Everyone Loves a Baby.’ We journeyed to 
Bethlehem and trekked with camels, wise men, shepherds, sheep and inn keepers not to mention a very tired 
Mary, Joseph and the donkey. It was our first live performance in ages and the children were a credit to you. 
Thank you for your help with learning lines and costumes. In the spirit of Christmas, we thought of others and 
sent a recording of our lovely songs for the residents of a local care home. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your on-going support. It is greatly appreciated. We 
are truly grateful. Have a wonderful, bright, happy Christmas and find some time to have a rest. 
 

       



 
Year 2 
Year 2 have been working extremely hard this half term and we have loved creating our nativity performance for 
parents. In November, we had an exciting visit from Pudsey for Children in Need and we also took part in a 
karate workshop which the children thoroughly enjoyed.   
 
In Maths, we have furthered our understanding of addition and subtraction. In English lessons, we have used 
the story 'Lost and Found' to write about Antarctica. We have finished learning about living things and their 
habitats in Science and next half term we will be starting our topic on materials.  
 
This month, we have loved seeing what the elf has been up to after we've gone home and 2AK have enjoyed 
opening a different class book each day as part of our advent. We hope that all of Year 2 and their families have 
a restful Christmas break and we look forward to seeing you in January! 
 

           
        
Year 3 
The highlight of the autumn term so far has definitely been our Roman Day. All children arrived at school in the 
most fabulous costumes, ranging from Boudicca the Celtic queen, to Roman gods and goddesses and, of 
course, Roman soldiers and citizens. Throughout the day the children were excited to learn about Roman 
armour and weaponry, why they were so successful in battle and what life was like as a Roman solider. After 
listening to Boudicca speak about her rebellion attempts, the children asked a number of insightful questions to 
further their understanding.  
 
Some of Year 3 also enjoyed Tag Rugby sessions with Leicester Tigers and have learnt lots of new skills. 
Quotes from the children included:  
 
“I liked that you had to dodge lots to get past people. It was really fun!”   
“I liked playing the games against my friends in the last couple of weeks.“ 
“I didn’t know much before but I’ve learnt a lot.”   
“I liked that you can try and trick people to get round them. Then you can score!” 
 

    
 
ICT News - Spheros 
 
I am delighted to let you know that the school have purchased a set of Sphero BOLTs to form part of our ICT 
resources. Sphero BOLTs are programmable robot devices that teach children (and adults) to learn how to 
code while completing fun and engaging activities. Not only are these robots great for all ages, they offer a new 
kind of learning experience alongside the opportunity to deliver cross-curricular activities. 
 
Many of the year groups have used them in their computing sessions over the last few weeks, and the children 
have been engrossed in every task. It has been super to see the excitement on all of the children's faces when 



programming them. I understand a few may have already talked about them at home.... and possibly asked for 
one for Christmas!! 🙂 
 
Mrs Edwards - Computing Subject lead. 

        
 
Year 4  
Well, what a busy half term it has been in Year 4!  
The children have thoroughly enjoyed our science topic on sound and created some amazing, recycled 
instruments from the items you kindly sent in. The subsequent noise during our 'jamming' session was 
incredibly (if not harmonious!) Thank you for your help with this.  
 
We also got very creative at Halloween, producing some fantastic spooky decorations. These put a smile on all 
of our faces and got us in the spirit of all things 'trick or treat'. 
 
In our ICT lessons, we have had the wonderful opportunity to use the new Spheros. The children have been 
exploring how to control these and program them from an iPad app. Staff too have been marvelling at the small 
spheres zipping around in the classroom. 
 
As a year group, we were incredibly lucky to have a workshop delivered by the Dog's Trust representative. The 
children learned how adult behaviour is linked to that of dogs and to look out for key signs that may cause an 
animal to become distressed or angered. They behaved impeccably throughout the event, and the Dog's Trust 
visitor was hugely complimentary. 
 
Finally, we come to our countdown to Christmas... with songs being sung for the Carol Service alongside festive 
fun in the classroom, it really is beginning to feel like the holiday season is upon us. With that in mind, we would 
like to wish all of you a very happy, very healthy Christmas and New Year. 
 
Our continued thanks for all of your help and support. 
Year 4 staff. 
 

       
 
Year 5. 
 

 

Y5 learnt lots about dogs and their 
senses with a workshop from Sarah 
from the Dogs Trust. 
 



 
5JC had a productive morning making ginger stained glass biscuits and snow globe hot chocolate  
as part of their decorations morning. 
 

            
 
Year 6 
During this half term, Mr Smedley has been helping Year 6 to perfect their hockey skills.  
They have shown that they can control the ball safely and confidently, intercept effectively and use a range of 
attacking and defending skills during games. Everyone has shown great progress throughout the sessions but 
most importantly, they have all had great fun! 
 

    
 
Willesley Wellbeing 
Another year draws to a close and we have had wonderful Christmas performances across the school. Thank 
you for your support. 
 
Christmas, often considered ‘the most wonderful time of the year’ is fast approaching. Under normal 
circumstances, it’s a cherished time of the year full of family, friends and food. While for many, it can be a 
difficult time of isolation and anxiety. Whatever your plans, take care and stay safe. 
 
MIND recommends 
 
Honesty 
Try to be honest with people if you’re finding things overwhelming and you’re not feeling up to getting involved 
in everything. Don’t be afraid to cancel plans if you’re not feeling up to it. 
 
Press pause 
If you are someone who has a tendency to take on too much, the demands of Christmas can make this even 
worse. Remember you can only do so much, stop if it’s becoming too much and just try to relax and look after 
yourself. 
 
Pyjamas! 
In between all the social arrangements, make sure you have a day to hang out at home in your pyjamas. 
Christmas is the season of hanging out in your pyjamas. 
 
 



Get unstuck 
Make sure you’re not too house-bound. A brisk walk outside is a nice way to spend time with loved ones. 
 
Don’t believe the hype 
Don't compare yourself and your Christmas with the representations of perfect Christmas moments on social 
media or on adverts. Remember that everyone is only sharing the good bits and that we don't know what is 
going on behind the scenes. 
 
Talk 
If you are feeling overwhelmed or under pressure, talk to someone about it. If you are worried about how you 
might feel on the day, talk to someone else who will be there too so they can support you when needed during 
the festivities. 
 
Give yourself a present 
Make sure you take some time out after Christmas to do something you really want to do, no matter how small. 
 
We look forward to seeing you all refreshed and healthy in the New Year. 

 
Athletics                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
 

 
      

 

                                    
 
 
 
      

We were really pleased to get back to sports  
events and competitions and we really enjoyed  
the sports hall athletics. 
 
Initially, children took part in an internal competition 
during their PE lessons. We then took 23 children  
to the event where we competed against 4 other  
schools on the night but 14 schools  
 
All of the children were a delight to take to the  
event and tried their hardest whilst showing a  
supportive spirit. Even better was the news that 
we had won and have progressed to the County  
Finals in March at Loughborough University.  
 

Dodgeball 
These amazing Y5/6 pupils represented the school at a dodgeball competition and came third overall. 
They showed great enthusiasm throughout. 
 
Karate Taster Sessions 
All classes had a karate introduction from Simon from Leicester Karate - we learnt some Japanese, 
punching, kicking & a basic kata.  

Active Travel Initiative 
Acorns, Y2 & Y5 are taking part in an active travel initiative funded by sports premium money. The first 
badges for November have been awarded to children. 



Times Table Rock Star Day 
WOW! What a day! 
It was fantastic to see children arrive at school in their rock outfits and to watch the smiles on their faces as they 
danced to the music. A big thank you goes to our performer, Mr Wallbank. 
This was the perfect way to relaunch the use of TTRS. Since that day, the average time played has increased 
dramatically, helping children recall multiplication facts accurately and at speed.  
We encourage children to spend an average of just 3 minutes per day practising their skills. Children who have 
achieved this at the end of each term will be in with the chance of winning a rock star prize! 
Thank you for your support. The children (and staff) all had a truly fantastic and memorable day.  
Keep rocking! 
 

                     
 
Poppy Day  
   

 
                                                           
Christmas Celebrations 
We have been so proud of how well the children have performed in their Christmas Productions & Carol 
Concerts this year, and are very grateful to you all for following the safety measures that we put in place to 
ensure that these could still go ahead. During the final week of term, pupils will have the opportunity to enjoy a 
virtual performance of the Nottingham Playhouse pantomime, Beauty and the Beast.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       

Some of our children took a wreath into  
Ashby for Remembrance Day.  
 
 


