
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2021 Autumn Term 1 - Newsletter  
 
This half term has felt a little more like school as we know and love it. The children have settled in extremely 
well to their new year groups and we have all been delighted to return to some of the things that we have 
missed, including singing and assemblies. Our new foundation stage pupils have taken starting school in their 
stride; we are immensely proud of how well they are embracing the start of their school journey and settled in. 
They are already very much part of the Willesley School family.  
 
This half term has already been packed with school trips, visitors, sporting activities, clubs, Harvest festival and 
the Year 6 residential to Norfolk. Whilst we are still mindful of Covid-19 and keeping our community safe, we 
are hopeful that as the year progresses, we will be able to open our doors to you more as parents, and invite 
you in. Please keep your eye out for diary dates that will be shared via Weduc. 
 
There will be some changes in staffing from half term. After 10 years of working at Willesley, Ms Kath Davies 
will be leaving us. She has contributed so much during her time with us and will be greatly missed. Mrs Teresa 
Westwood will be moving from EYFS to work alongside Mrs Hender in Year 1, and we are delighted that Mrs 
Alison Taylor will be rejoining us to support the EYFS team. We would like to welcome Ms Philippa Barnett, 
who is joining the Year 5 team. 
 
It has been a long but productive half term with so much for children to be proud of. We hope that you all enjoy 
a well-deserved half term break and look forward to welcoming the children back on Monday 25th October. 
 
Best wishes 
Chloe Dilks 
Headteacher 

 
Parent’s evening 
You will have the opportunity to meet with your child’s class teacher at parent’s evening after half term on 26th 
and 28th October (plus 27th October for 6AW). If you have not already booked your appointment, please do so 
by 15th October via https://ashbywillesley.schoolcloud.co.uk/ 
 
Primary/Secondary School Places 
Our new starters evening was well attended, giving parents the opportunity to hear about our school and see 
our EYFS unit. The deadline for applying for a Primary School place is 15th January 2022. 
The deadline for year 6 parents to apply for a Secondary School place is 31st October 2021.  
To apply, use the following link :  
 
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools-colleges-and-academies/school-admissions 
 
If you need any further information, please contact the Admissions Team on admissions@leics.gov.uk or 0116 
305 6684. 
 
Attendance - 
At Willesley, we believe that every day in school is important. Children who come to school every day, on time 
and suitably equipped for school will have the very best opportunities to achieve. Our target is for every pupil is 
to have attendance of 97% or above. We politely request that you try to avoid booking holidays during term 
time.  
We understand that Covid-19 continues to have an impact on attendance and whilst we closely monitoring 
attendance, we are mindful of individual circumstances. If your child displays any Covid-19 symptoms please 
follow our attached guidance. If your child is too unwell to attend school, there absence should be reported to 
the school office on a daily basis. 
 



Foundation Stage - What a fabulous first half-term the Acorns have had at school. They have all settled well 
into Willesley life and are enjoying many new learning experiences. Over the past few weeks, we have been 
learning all about Autumn and Harvest. This has included a Willesley Vegetable Shop, choosing and cutting 
vegetables that we like as well as using our senses to investigate the differences between cooked and 
uncooked vegetables. Children have also been enjoying learning in the outdoors during Forest School and 
Balanceability sessions.  
 
 

                
 
Year 1 
The first half term has raced by. The children have adapted to year one very well. It has been jam packed with 
learning. We have finished our first topic about the seaside and the children loved the Lighthouse Keeper books 
in English. In Maths, we have studied the part/whole method and more/less than. Forest School has been 
enjoyed by all. Our photographs show a snapshot of our learning. Our next topic will be ‘Fire and Ice.’ 
We look forward to seeing you on Parents’ Evening. Thank you for all your support at home. 
 

             

 
Year 2 
Wow! What a start Year 2 have made to this academic year. The children have certainly been working their 
socks off this half term with everyone showing a fabulous attitude to learning and we are so proud of them all. 
The children have thoroughly enjoyed our art topic – Sketch it, Splat it, Stick it! They have learnt about a range 
of artists and in each topic session, children have used a different painting technique such as colour mixing, 
creating tints and creating shades. We can’t wait to continue our learning next half term. 
 

                       
 
 
 
 



Year 3 
We have been delighted with the way the children Year 3 have settled and adapted to the routines in KS2. 
They have enjoyed our History topic so far, learning about the way of life of the Celts in Britain before the 
Romans arrived and comparing the three invasion attempts.  They have also shown great interest during our 
Science topic about Light, which culminated in their shadow puppet presentations, using their knowledge of how 
shadows behave.  We are looking forward to more exciting learning in the next half term, as we head towards 
Christmas! 
 
Miss Dixon-Smith and Miss Hynard 
 

          
 
Year 4 - Viking life and Science Matters! 
The year 4 children have had a fabulous first half term in their new school year. In fact, we can’t quite believe 
the October break is nearly upon us.  
 
The highlight has most definitely been our Viking Day. The children arrived at school in the most amazing 
outfits, depicting Norsemen and women from across the North Sea. They immersed themselves in a host of 
activities linked to the lives of the notorious raiders and traders, including handling Viking artefacts and 
weapons, playing traditional games and listening to some of the legends from that era. The 2 visiting ‘Vikings’ 
were extremely complimentary of our children’s behaviour and engagement in all that took place. 
 
We have also been very busy in class, particularly in our science lessons. Out topic has been ‘States of Matter’ 
and we loved the posters the children created depicting the water cycle. They also wrote a detailed explanation 
text in English using a host of technical language. Super work indeed! Our next topic will be sound, and we will 
be hoping to make our own recycled instruments as well as learning about how sound is created and how it 
travels. 
 

          
 
Thank you to all the children for their enthusiasm over the last 2 months and to parents for support and help 
with, not just the Viking Day, but with the continued reading, times tables and spellings. It’s certainly a team 
effort!     Enjoy the half term week. 
 
 
 



 

 
Year 6 
Residential  
We had amazing week in Norfolk, action packed with a variety of activities including sailing, kayaking, archery 
and fencing. Everyone created lifelong memories with their friends and developed their teamwork, 
independence and confidence when faced with new challenges. 
 

 

Year 5 
Y5 had a brilliant trip to Beaumanor Hall which helped us with our WW2 topic. During the day we learnt 
about the history of Beaumanor and its role in WW2 and got to explore the underground shelter which would 
have been used for air raids in the war. We also learnt about coding and rationing.   
 



 
Year 6 
Bosworth Battlefield  
This half term started off with a bang as Year 6 attended Bosworth Battlefield to launch their topic. We learnt all 
about the life of a medieval soldier and archer, as well as re-enacting part of the battle. Great fun was had whilst 
learning all about this historical era.  
 
The circulatory system 
Our first unit in Science has been the circulatory system. During our Science lessons, we have explored the 
main parts of the system in practical ways: creating pumping ‘heart’ models showing how it functions and a 
pretend blood sample to show the four main components.  
 
 
Choir update 
This half term has allowed us to all to enjoy singing again and what a joy it has been to hear the children 
practice their harvest songs and sing within their music lessons. Our Year 5/6 choir have also recently 
participated in an introductory workshop for a project called 'Just Be You' with Charnwood Arts. This exciting 
project uses music and creative expression to celebrate being uniquely ourselves, with an aim to encourage 
good mental health and wellbeing. It will culminate in a professionally recorded community single. Watch this 
space!  

 
Willesley Wellbeing 
On Friday 8th October, we celebrated Hello Yellow Day to promote positive mental health. The children looked 
fabulous in their bright clothes and it certainly gave us all a lift. We shared our good fortune alongside our 
Harvest Festival. The donations to the Food Bank were immense. Helping and supporting other people, and 
working with others towards a shared goal, has been shown to be good for our mental health and wellbeing.  
Here is a link to some wellbeing activities if you wish to do any at home. 

https://www.teachingpacks.co.uk/60-wellbeing-activities-for-children/ 

Mrs Westwood is currently studying to be an Emotional Literacy Support Assistant (ELSA - teaching assistants 
trained to provide emotional and social skills support to children.) She has already worked with a number of 
children and we are seeing positive results. As always, please let us know if you have any concerns regarding 
your child’s wellbeing.  

                                             
 
Sierra Leone ‘Liverpool Community School’ News 
It’s been a long time since we’ve seen ‘Mr Alan’ here at Willesley, but he has been busily working through the 
pandemic to support communities and schools in Sierra Leone.  
Recently, he received donations to his charity from two of our lovely Willesley students, who clearly have not 
forgotten him and his charity work. Their fundraising efforts are directly contributing to the children of Freetown 
by providing them with new resources at their school. Well done girls for all your hard work.  
 
Two years ago Rose, who was 8 at the time, swam 250 metres in The Great North Swim, in Lake Windermere 
and raised money which funded 22 chairs for the Junior library at Liverpool Community School. Due to Covid 
Alan last visited our school in October 2019, so imagine his surprise when he received a donation from her out 
of the blue! She told family & friends that she didn’t want any birthday presents, but would like to donate any 
money they would normally spend on her to the children at Liverpool Junior School. This will fund ten 3 seat 
desk and bench sets for the new Junior classrooms.  
 



             

Our second fundraising superstar, Mayah put her artistic abilities to great use this year, creating Easter clay 
characters and creations and selling them to her classmates. Alan has yet to inform us of what the money will 
be spent on, but I’m sure it’s already been earmarked! 
 
Harvest 2021 
We had our Harvest celebrations in school on Friday 8th October. This year we had a guest, Mr Limb, who is a 
Methodist Preacher come in to take two special harvest assemblies for us on the theme of trees. These were 
much enjoyed by everyone and gave us lots to think about. 
 
We also asked for the children to bring in a small harvest gift on the day, as a contribution to Ashby Foodbank. 
We were absolutely blown away by the generosity of our Willesley families! We ended up having two carloads 
of donations to deliver to the Congregational Church on Friday afternoon.  
 
We have had a message from them, expressing their gratitude and telling us that we have contributed 344.85kg 
of food!  
 
Thank you to everyone at Willesley for your generous donations to help the most needy in our community. 
 

                 
 

 
 
WASPs Update 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We just thought we’d say a quick hi and let you know of a few changes going on within the PTA. 
 
Firstly, we’d like to say a huge thank you to Claire Bark, Claire Swanepoel and the rest of the WASP’s that worked 
so hard to raise money for the school. They will be missed, but it does mean that we have some new members 
who are excited to start fundraising for the school! Also, please remember that anyone is welcome to join, not just 
as a committee member, but also to volunteer with organising and running events. If you are interested, please 



get in touch using our email address ashbywilleselywasps@hotmail.co.uk . New committee members are Kate 
Whitfield, Hayley Shilton, Teresa Harrington and Marie Miller. 
 
We started the year with a successful uniform sale, and have now sent Autumn raffle tickets out for the virtual 
draw on Friday 29th October. We have some fabulous prizes including vouchers from Ashby Wines, a Triumph 
Motorcycles tour, Carla Harris, a variety of treat filled hampers and many more. Make sure to send your ticket 
stubs back by Tuesday 26th October, and there are extra ticket booklets available from the school office. 
 
We are also planning some exciting fundraisers for the children, as well as working towards a slightly different, 
but just as festive, Christmas fair which this year, will take place during the school day. Keep a lookout for 
announcements on Weduc, posters around school, and please check out and like our Facebook page at Willesley 
association of school & parents  
 
Bye for now and thank you for your continued support 
Ashby Willesley PTA 
 
 
Message from Governors 
We would like to thank all of the staff for the warm welcome that the children have received when coming back 
to school this academic year. This is the most ‘normal’ school life that the children have experienced in the last 
18 months or so and on a recent visit, it was lovely to hear the children singing in the hall and seeing children 
mixing again at playtime. Things that we used to take for granted, now resumed! Wonderful! 
 
I’m also pleased to let you know that we had a wonderful response to our advert for new Governors. We had 
many applications and we were disappointed that we couldn’t accept everyone. I thank everyone who 
expressed an interest and/or applied. We have successfully recruited 4 new members to our Governing Board 
and once the relevant checks have been completed, we look forward to welcoming them to our next meeting. 


