Newsletter April/May 2017

Another half term has flown by! With 416 pupils on roll Willesley is always a busy place but
this half term has been particularly busy. Many thanks to the WASPs for putting on an
amazing Spring Fair- the money raised will go directly to buying extra luxuries for your
children. Thank you for supporting our Sierra Leone day, again nearly £400 was raised to
help to build much needed schools there too; we will be hoping to learn more about this
next year. Well done to all of the Y6 and Y2 pupils who have worked extremely hard on their
SATs tests since Easter, fingers crossed for the results.
This term had a difficult start. The sudden death of Paula Hubbard, one of lunchtime team,
hit us all hard but the strength and spirit shown by all at Willesley has been amazing. A
special assembly and a book of memories from staff and children helped us to smile at
such a sad time. A rose has also been planted in the garden of dreams in memory of a wellloved member of staff. Paula’s family thoughtfully decided to donate the funeral collection
of nearly £700 to Willesley School. We hope to by some lunchtime ‘buddy’ benches with
this money.
I hope you enjoy the half term holiday and stay safe. I look forward to welcoming you all
back on the 5th June.
Many thanks for your continued support.
Matthew Brookes
Acorns 1 & 2 had a fantastic day visiting Ashby Castle. Luckily the weather was kind which meant lots of
exploring and learning of our local areas history, followed by a picnic and, of course, rolling down
the banks! All of the children behaved impeccably and did Willesley proud.
Cyclocross -12 children represented the school at cyclocross on one of our few sunny afternoons. They all
showed great team spirit and the A team won and will go on to represent NW Leics at the School Games.
Fame – Year 5 and 6 enjoyed an afternoon watching Ivanhoe’s production of Fame. A difficult script to
bring to the small stage was tackled well by all in the production.
Year 4 Hollowford Residential - This year, our trip with our wonderful year 4 children was exceptional.
They challenged themselves in the snow, wind, rain and sunshine to achieve things they hadn't tried
before! Above all, they worked brilliantly in their teams so that everyone succeeded in all the activities;
team building, canoeing, caving, high ropes, weaselling and night walks. We were immensely proud of their
maturity and independence. They were a joy to take on their first residential trip!
Year 5 Bikeability – Children developed bike skills to use on the road.

Year 6 Red Ridge Residential – All had a very
adventurous week trying out activities some may have not
attempted before. Challenging themselves to overcome
their fears with activities such as abseiling, climbing and
caving. Behaviour was exemplary and was commented on
positively by the centre staff.

Year 6 - SATs over and all tests completed!
Well done to another wonderful Year 6 group of pupils
who have worked tirelessly all year towards the SATs wanting to prove that they are ' Secondary Ready'!
Following a week of testing, they were treated to ice
creams and a day out and off the timetable; walking 6.5
miles and chatting their stressful week away with friends.
They all eagerly await the results in July. Don't forget 6RP
class assembly on June 9, the Year 6 play at the end of
June and the Leavers assembly are all coming up.
Sporting Events
Girls Kwik Cricket Year 5/6 - This term we've had Chance to Shine cricket coaching for our 5/6 pupils plus
a girls club, plus extra coaching help from an Ashby Hastings coach.

Year 5 Hockey - Whilst Year 6 were away on residential, Year 5 sent 3 teams to the hockey tournament.
All 3 teams showed great team spirit & the A team were semi-finalists.
Year 3/4 Hockey - We took 3 teams to this event and two teams got through to second stages. Fantastic
spirit of the games from all teams and superb parent support!

Cross Country - Popularity of cross country is growing with over 40 children competing in our competitions
this year and 8 children receiving individual or team medals or awards (Joey Anwyll Y1, Erin Suart, Mia
Sutton, Alice Bennion Year 5, Alice McDermott, Scarlett Pole, Nancy Smith Year 6) with the following going
through to the county final which was held on 25th March.

Whole School Cross Country Taster Session - From Acorns to Year 6, we all ran on Western Park!
Some great fun drills and running activities to build stamina under the excellent coaching of one of our
dedicated parents who is supporting our training and developing of cross country running in school.
It was muddy. It was wet. It was great fun. The children were thrilled to be allowed to get as muddy as they
liked whilst getting fitter! Plenty of wet wipes and hand cleanser to clean up but well worth it! Maybe the
start of a regular event?

Staff News – We are pleased to inform you that we have appointed a Sports Coach to work with us in the
academic year 2017/2018. Mr Matthew Smedley, who has been our PE apprentice this last year, was
successful at interview and we are very pleased to welcome him to the team. He will continue to support
our PE co-ordinators in organising school sports events and after school/morning sports clubs.
Parent Forum - Our parent forum has now been meeting for just over a year. It is a chance for parents to
raise any issues or concerns directly with the school in a formal setting. The parent forum includes at least
two representatives for each year group and they meet once per term.
The group is managed by our Parent Governor, Liz Walker, and staff member Rachel Mckeown. Parents
are encouraged to contact their year group representative with any issues they would like to raise. We
would like to hear what works well as well as any areas that may concern you.
Copies of minutes from the meetings, along with parent contact details can be found on our website
http://www.ashbywillesley.org.uk/parents-forum. The next meeting is on Friday 16th June at 2pm.
WASP’s - A huge thank you from the WASPS to all those who helped with and attended the Spring Fair
last week. Despite the downpour, and having to cancel some of the outdoor activities, we managed to raise
nearly £2,000 for the school. This will be spent on more playground facilities and further IT based
equipment. I'm sure you've all spotted the flower chalk boards in the first playground by the pirate ship....
purchased from money raised at our various events!! We've also bought a giant Connect 4, helped fund
some garden equipment and there's more to come!
We'd also like to send a thank you out to Sunnyside Garden Centre in Ibstock for their generous donations
towards the plant stall.

.... and so to our last event of the academic year - the Summer Music Festival and final of ‘Willesley's got
Talent’. This will take place on 23rd June. We have a local band booked who will perform for us,
alongside the children chosen from each class to take part in our annual talent competition final. It promises
to be a fantastic evening with bar and refreshments and food stalls. We'll send the full details out soon.
Until then, please don't hesitate to drop us a line or give us a call through the school if you can help with our
fundraising in any way. We're always in need of members/volunteers but we also welcome new ideas too!!

A few more pictures from recent events.

Have a restful
half term and we
look forward to
seeing on
Monday 5th June

School Governing Body
While some people know what school governors do and who we are we thought it would be useful to give
everyone an update of some recent changes. Our roles mean spending time in school supporting and
challenging school leaders and attending training to keep us up to date with the latest regulations and
guidance affecting schools. We have had some changes in membership of our governing body and
thought it would be useful to let you all know who we are!

Jay Atubra

Steve Gibson

Matt Griggs

Sue Rainbow

Liz Walker

Chris Stevens

Nigel Harrison

Simon Thompson

Lynn Knox

Steve Oakley

Clare Timms

Most people are aware that we have converted from being a local authority maintained school to an
academy; part of a new multi-academy trust with three other outstanding lead schools, known as The
Symphony Learning Trust or SLT for short. There has been a lot of work and collaboration across the
school’s senior leadership team, school governors and trustees with many hours of evening meetings, so a
big thank you to all those involved.
You can see much more information about all of us and what we do on the school website <<click here>>
We’re always happy to hear your views and opinions so feel free to stop us and say hello if you see us in
and around school!
Diary Dates
Mon 5th June

Return to School

Fri 23rd June

Acorn 2 Class Assembly 9.15am

Tues 6th June

5HE Battram Wood Visit

Fri 23rd June

Summer Music Festival

Tues 6th June

New FS Parent Meeting 6pm

Tue 4th July

Sports Day KS1 AM, KS2 PM

Wed 7th June

5TC Battram Wood Visit

Wed 5th July

Y6 Leicester Cathedral Trip

Fri 9th June

6RP Class Assembly 9:15am

Thurs 6th July

Transition Day

Mon 12th June

Y4 Battram Wood Trip

Fri 7th July

Transition Day

12th – 16th June

Life Education Centre on site

Wed 12th July

Year 6 Snowdome Trip

Wed 14th June

Travelling by Tuba workshops

Thurs 13th July

Year 6 Leavers Disco

Fri 16th June

5HE Class Assembly 9.15am

Fri 14th July

Y6 Leavers Assembly PM

Fri 16th June

Parent Forum Meeting – 2pm

Thurs 22nd June

Saffron Lane Sports Event

School Term Dates - Academic Year 2017/2018
Autumn Term
Schools Open
Tuesday morning 29th August 2017
Additional Teacher Inset Day Friday 20th October (children not in school)
Mid-Term Break
Monday 23th to Friday 27th October 2017
Schools Close
Friday evening 22nd December 2017
Number of school days:
78

Spring Term
Schools Open
Mid-Term Break
Schools Close
Number of working days:

Tuesday morning 9th January 2018
Monday 12th to Friday 16th February 2018
Friday evening 23rd March 2018
49

Summer Term
Schools Open
May Day Bank Holiday
Mid-Term Break
Schools Close
Number of working days:
Total school days

Monday morning 9th April 2018
Monday 7th May 2018
Monday 28th May to Friday 1st June 2018
Thursday evening 12th July 2018
63
190

Thursday 24th August 2017
Friday 25th August 2017
Teacher Days
Friday 20th October 2017
Monday 8th January 2018
1 day disaggregated
Total working days for staff 195

