2021 Spring Term 2 – Newsletter

It has been absolutely wonderful to have all the children back at school, happy and excited to be reunited with
their friends and ready to learn. Staff are equally happy to get back to the job that they know and love – face to
face teaching of our pupils.
Despite only being back in school for a few weeks, it has certainly been busy with plenty to celebrate. I have
been very proud to see many children earning their 100 house point rewards. Virtual celebration assemblies have
been reinstated on a Friday, with pupils in Acorns and KS1 achieving Super You certificates and pupils in
KS2 receiving achievement Apple Awards for reflecting our school core values.
Red Nose Day proved to be a great success, thanks to the hard work and planning by Miss Callaway
and Miss Dixon Smith. This gave us all chance to enjoy some fun challenges, many of which required great
perseverance and cooperation, and the opportunity to raise money for the very worthy cause. As a school we
raised £701, with £172 being made from the sale of Cookies’ red nose day biscuits! Thank you for your
contributions.
Your ongoing support for following procedures to keep our community safe on the school site is much
appreciated. These will remain in place next term.
I would like to wish you all a safe and restful Easter.
Best wishes
Chloe Dilks
Sunhats and Sun screen - When pupils return after the Easter break we
are hopeful that the weather will have picked up. With this in mind,
please ensure that your child has a named hat and sun screen in their
school bag every day. It is also helpful if pupils come with sunscreen
applied before school, for added protection.

Foundation Stage - We would like to say how impressed we have been with the amazing attitudes of each and
every one of our Acorns coming back to school after such strange times. It has been amazing to have
everyone back together again and to see the children interacting with their friends once more. Children have
settled back in wonderfully to school routines.
A very big THANK YOU to you ALL for supporting your children so well with their home learning. This definitely
brought us some challenges, however, we were constantly amazed with the work handed in to us each day.
You are all awesome!
We were very happy to have the children back in school to finish off our
dinosaur topic. The children have impressed us with the dinosaur
knowledge – we have definitely been learning lots from them!
On Monday morning when we arrived to school we found out that the
dinosaurs had visited our classroom over the weekend………and they left
instructions on how to hatch our eggs! We watched the eggs hatch and
we each grew our very own dinosaurs. After writing a set of instructions
for ‘How to grow a dinosaur’, the Acorns invited Mrs Dilks to grow her
own – she now has her very own dinosaur in her office!

The children have loved learning about dinosaurs. We found out about Mary Anning and became
paleontologists for the day – discovering bones in the Garden of Dreams (we think that they are the
bones of a Triceratops).

Year 1 - It is lovely to have us all back in our bubble. There has been a mixture of emotions shared by us all
but it is good to be here. The children were soon into the routine of Phonics, English, Maths and Topic
supported by lots of extra wellbeing activities. We have played, imagined, danced, laughed, worked, talked,
shared and much more.
Face to face learning is wonderful – we had missed it so much. School was eerily quiet in the lockdown and it
is wonderful to hear chattering voices and see smiling faces without being behind a camera. Thank you for
supporting us with remote learning - you were amazing! The main thing we learned was how much value there
is on keeping upbeat and in touch. You may have learned that Mrs Pearson is terrified of birds when one
suddenly fluttered in an online greet and that she cried buckets at your generosity. The camera angles did not
show Miss Buckley’s baby bump but it is growing beautifully.
Our amazing TA’s continue to go above and beyond in their work. They are a
much valued part of our team. Miss Armston, Mrs Foster and Mrs Robey are
absolute rocks in our bubble. They are always kind, supportive, smiling, adaptable,
flexible. Nothing is too much trouble for them.
We completed our ‘Weather and Whiskers’ topic which proved to be very popular.
The children particularly enjoyed the non-fiction books on clouds and animals. We
have budding journalists and meteorologists in the making. Recording a weather
forecast was a hit. Camouflaging animals was great fun and the children were very
imaginative.

Red Nose Day brought a lot of fun and laughter. Our activities included a red nose relay and a ‘paint the nose
on the teacher’ while blindfolded. We played Mr/Mrs Tights head and knocked cups over with tennis balls in
tights. We were on the go all day. Mrs Dilks enjoyed the jokes we shared in the Teams assembly. Special
thanks go to Cookie for baking hundreds of Red Nose Biscuits. We are blessed to have her.

Our next topic is ‘Enchanted Woodland’ which blends the magic of story with science and Forest School
activities.
Have a well-deserved rest at Easter. Hopefully, there may be sunshine but there will certainly be chocolate.
Take care and stay safe.
Year 2 - What a pleasure to have all our Year 2 children back in school. We have loved seeing your smiling
faces, hearing your laughter on the playground, and seeing you playing happily with all your friends. The
behaviour and attitude to learning has been brilliant and we are so proud of all our children. It has certainly been
a very busy three weeks in school! The children have been fully engaged in learning about the lives of Florence
Nightingale and Mary Seacole and have written some truly fabulous and detailed non-chronological reports
demonstrating how much they have learned about this inspiring woman. In Maths, we have continued our work
on shapes, having great fun making 3D shapes using cocktail sticks and marshmallows. We have taken our
maths outside too, participating in active maths sessions. During weekly wellbeing sessions, we have loved
using drawing as a means of expressing ourselves. Finally last Friday we had a fun day taking part in lots of
silly Red Nose Day games.

Year 3 - We are very pleased with the way the children have coped with the return to school after such a long
period away.
We have been particularly impressed with their enthusiasm in our Science topic on Rocks. We have had great
fun getting up close and personal with our rocks (with a magnifying glass!), examining them and describing their
properties in terms of texture, colour and appearance in great detail. We then went on to play the game of Rock
Stars where the children learned the names of their rocks and had to match them to their descriptions. They
showed great perseverance and teamwork reflecting our core values.
We also had a fabulous time on Red Nose day! We had some fun activities set by the other classes, including
a Taskmaster activity where the children had to try and get an object on their head while keeping their hands
behind their backs, a Minute to Win It team game which involved trying to move a ball from one hoop to another
holding the ball between their knees and creating their own marble run game.
We also had a quiz, laughed at some jokes and enjoyed some Red Nose biscuits baked by Cookie!

Year 4 - What a whirlwind 3 weeks we have had. In some respects, it feels like
we've never been apart. The children who have not been in during lockdown,
settled back into school life in a matter of days and we were delighted to have
our classes back together again.
We have been busy mastering skills linked to our maths learning and getting
active. Each week, the children have been set a challenge outdoors, with
questions on the maths topics of short division and identifying shapes. We have
all had great fun with this.

We've also been using our electrical skills to make circuits in the last 3
weeks, creating our own switches to light up bulbs. The children have
thoroughly enjoyed the challenge.
Finally, to our Red Nose Day fun. We had a brilliant day engaging in a host
of wonderful activities which staff had designed and resourced. From
creating the longest piece of paper from an A4 sheet (just using our hands
and glue, no scissors allowed), to designing our own marble run game.

Thank you to all the children for their enthusiasm and to parents for your continued support of our Year Group.
We wish you an enjoyable Easter Break.
Year 5 have settled back into school wonderfully. We were thrilled to see them all and we are very proud of how
well they're adapting to being back in school. We have enjoyed visiting Western Park for our PE lessons on a
Thursday afternoon, taking part in Active Maths challenges every week and having our Wellbeing Wednesday
afternoons.
Last Friday, we had great fun celebrating Comic Relief by attempting physical and mental challenges set by the
other year groups. We also enjoyed guessing the members of staff based on their baby/childhood photos!

Year 6 created a range of poems on World Book Day about nature. We looked at a poem called March by
Joseph Coelho which featured the lovely, bright flower: the daffodil. After going outside and looking at the
flowers and leaves bursting open around us, we created a range of interesting poems. Some of the pupils
chose a month of the year and here is an example based on the month of February.
February
February is a weird Month,
Is it Winter or Spring?
Nobody knows,
Should you wear a hat and gloves?
Should you wear shorts or trousers?
Nobody knows,
Should you wear sandals or trainers?
Should you wear a coat or jumper?
Nobody knows,
Why isn’t there something to tell us?
Why don’t we know?
Nobody knows
During our topic about the Stone Age, Year 6 learnt all about how they lived and the impact of this civilianisation
on life today. Part of the topic involved creating replica jewellery where they used objects from home such as
pasta, play-doh and clay. Here are some of the finished pieces.
Year 6 have been creating lots of amazing artwork during the last few
months. The skills that we have been focusing on have been using
different levels of shading to create tone and a variety of effects in order to
create realistic, 3D pictures. Cross-hatching and the use of lines have also
been used to create different tones. I think you can see from these
examples that Year 6 have developed these skills really well.

World Book Day - This year, our World Book Day celebrations have been a little bit different but the staff and
pupils have taken part in a range of activities to celebrate the love of books. Pupils have looked at different
types of poetry; chosen unusual places to read; creating riddles about books and characters, and the pupils
have been inspired by a range of books.
Here are some examples of staff and pupils creating their own book covers, which are amazing and so creative.

Willesley Wellbeing –
As always, we offer grateful thanks. This time, we express our deep gratitude to all the parents, carers,
grandparents and other adults who supported us through remote learning. You were amazing! You (and us)
were thrown into the world of Teams and faced the challenge head on. We had ‘meet and greets,’ live lessons,
recorded lessons and much more. The work poured in from you. We could not have achieved it without you so
THANK YOU!
The purpose of this newsletter is to offer some ideas and suggestions for activities linked to looking after our
mental health and wellbeing which is particularly vital in these challenging circumstances. There is no
expectation to complete these tasks, just there for you to use as you wish. In school, we have been focussing
on mental health and mindfulness. At school we promote the ‘Five Ways to Wellbeing’ approach which is all
about how positive actions can contribute to and boost feelings of wellbeing. Each of these actions or ways will
have a beneficial impact. Here is an explanation of each one.
Connect
Connect with the
people around you
which is
particularly
important and

Be active
Current guidance
says that
everyone is able
to go out each day
for a walk, cycle
or run. There are

Take Notice
Being aware of
the world around
you and what
you’re feeling.
Take some time
each day to talk

Keep Learning
Learning
something new or
improving a skill
you already have
is great for giving
a sense of

Give
There are ways
you can help
others while still
following the
guidelines. Do
something kind

challenging during
this crisis.
Online platforms
are a great way to
enable us to see
family and friends
as well as speaking
on the phone.
However, you stay
in contact with
others simply
talking about how
you feel can make
a big difference.

lots of online
workouts covering
a wide range of
activities and
abilities that can
be done within the
home. If you have
access to a garden
or outdoor space
you can use this to
get active.

about how
everyone is
feeling and to
connect with one
another. There
are some
additional ideas
for conversation
topics listed
below. Also, when
going outside for
your daily
exercise, take a
few moments to
notice the
feelings of fresh
air and sunshine
on your face.
Listen to the
sounds around you.
What do you
notice?

achievement. As a
family you could
talk about the
things you enjoy
doing and what
you can teach
each other. Set
yourselves a
challenge and
enjoy the steps
you take in
attempting to
master it. More
than ever, there
are also lots of
free online
courses and
classes to access
which cover a wide
range of
activities.

for a family
member or friend.
Thank someone.
Smile. Make
thank-you notes
and pictures.
Ask a family
member if they
need help in
completing a
household job, e.g.
hanging out the
washing or assist
with meal
preparation.

There are some additional ideas for conversation topics listed below. Also, when going outside for your daily
exercise, take a few moments to notice the feelings of fresh air and sunshine on your face. Listen to the sounds
around you. What do you notice? Learning something new or improving a skill you already have is great for
giving a sense of achievement. As a family you could talk about the things you enjoy doing and what you can
teach each other. Set yourselves a challenge and enjoy the steps you take in attempting to master it. More than
ever, there are also lots of free online courses and classes to access which cover a wide range of activities.
There are ways you can help others while still following the guidelines. Do something kind for a family member
or friend. Thank someone. Smile. Make thank-you notes and pictures. Ask a family member if they need help in
completing a household job, e.g. hanging out the washing or assist with meal preparation.

Thoughts in the sky






Focus on breathing as outlined above.
Imagine any distracting thoughts or
feelings as clouds in the sky, floating
away gently.
Continue this for a few minutes.

Waves






Focus on breathing as outlined above.
Imagine any distracting thoughts or
feelings as waves in the ocean, coming
and going, rolling in and leaving again.
Continue this for a few minutes.

Conversation Corner
Some questions to discuss in your
families if you wish.
What makes you proud?
What happens that you think is
wasteful?
What is the best gift you have ever
been given?
What do you like about being you?

Governors - We are delighted that school is open to all pupils and hope that going back has been a positive
experience and that this is the first step on the path back to normal life. Many thanks to all staff who continue to
work tirelessly during these challenging times to ensure Ashby Willesley is a safe and happy environment for
learning. We are grateful for the huge support from the Willesley community. Please can we remind you that If
you have an issue with something in school, your first point of contact should always be your child’s teacher and
subsequently Mrs Dilks - please contact reception to make an appointment and refrain from raising issues with
teachers at the school gates. Staff should always be treated with courtesy and respect. Governors can be
contacted at governors@willesley.leics.sch.uk should you wish to raise any issues with us but please note we
are not involved with the day to day running of the school.
What a year 2021 has been so far; but we continue to hope that with more and more people being vaccinated
and sticking to the lockdown rules, that there is light at the end of the tunnel. Thank you for continuing to
support the parents’ protocol, ensuring that all children and staff stay as safe as possible.
Many thanks continue to go to all of the staff who work so hard to obviously teach the children and progress
them with their learning, but also to ensure that their mental health is in the best possible place following a long
stretch of home learning.
Have you ever thought about being a Governor? The brand new Ashby Hastings Primary School (opening
August 2021) are looking for Governors. It is a very exciting opportunity. If you are interested or would like
more information, please email office@ashbyhastingsprimary.co.uk
Enjoy your Easter break and hopefully some warm Spring weather!
WASPs - Thank you to all those that have sent in their favourite lockdown recipes. We have received over 60
recipes now, which is fantastic, and will help to create a great cookbook for the whole community to enjoy! We
can't wait to get cooking!
The books will hopefully be on sale by mid-April 2021, and will be available via the school and from some of the
local shops in Ashby town centre. A percentage of the funds raised will be donated to the Ashby Food Bank and
Steps Conductive Education Centre.
For every child that purchases a cookbook, Pet Deli Ashby will give them a FREE bag of bird seed to watch the
birds in their garden!
We'd also like to say a BIG thank you to our sponsors NM Joinery Design Ltd and BlueBoat Ltd.
With COVID still lurking in the background, we very much doubt that our traditional annual Spring Fair will go
ahead. Instead, we will try and host a raffle, please keep an eye out for more details.
Preloved second hand uniform is also now for sale. Please check out our Facebook page for more details and
photograph Willesley Association of School & Parents.

Also, don't forget that every time you shop at the Co-op you can now choose Willesley and the PTA (WASPs)
as your local cause with Co-op. It costs you absolutely nothing, but Co-op make a donation to our cause
whenever you spend some money there. You have already helped us to raise an astonishing £1,000!
Please choose WASPs as your local cause and share far and wide to see if we can increase this amount even
more! The link to our cause can be found at: https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/52470
Thanks again for your continued support, WASPs

