2021 Spring Term 1 – Newsletter
We had high hopes that 2021 would be a year in which we could educate our pupils at school and we could get
back to some form of normality. However, this has proved not to be the case, for this half term at least. At very
short notice, we received the inevitable news from the government that school would need to close to all but
critical worker and vulnerable pupils.
As we have seen in so many situations now, Willesley community sprang into action to make the situation as
positive as possible. With one day's notice, staff in school put together their remote learning, office staff ensured
that keyworker booking information was ready to go and parent offers of support and encouragement came
flooding in. Having now completed a full half term of remote education, I would like to take this opportunity to
thank and acknowledge the support of our parents and let all our pupils know just how proud we are of their
achievements. We appreciate that every family has different circumstances and we have been so impressed
with the engagement of our pupils, turning in fabulous work on a daily basis – we know that it has been no easy
task. Staff are enjoying the daily meetings with their year group, which is enabling us to maintain the link with
you at home and, we hope, supporting the wellbeing of everyone. Thank you for all the messages of support we
have received – these have made a huge difference to staff who are under immense pressure and can
themselves find days challenging.
Following the Prime Minister’s announcement that we will not be returning to face-to-face teaching until at least
8th March, we have received an increasing number of requests for pupils to return to school. I am very aware that
concerns over mental wellbeing and children struggling to engage with their learning are contributing factors,
however requests to attend school should only be sought as a final resort, to support essential work. School
remains closed to the majority of pupils to maintain the safety of everyone in the school community and to reduce
the spread of Covid. We respectfully ask that you work with us to keep our families, staff and the local community
as safe as possible.
As yet, we have no further information on when and how school will reopen to more pupils, but we will of course
keep you informed when we know more. We hope to receive further information on 22nd February, following the
government’s announcement.
We remain hopeful that we will be able to welcome all of our pupils back to school soon but until then, will
continue to do our very best for them remotely. If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to
contact school; we are here to help and support you.
Hopefully the weather will be kind to us at half term and enable us all to have a break from our computer
screens and enjoy getting out and about safely. I wish you all a safe and restful half term.
Best wishes
Mrs Chloe Dilks
Half Term Break - School will close to all pupils on Friday 12th February at 3.15pm. We will reopen to
keyworker and vulnerable pupils only on Monday 22nd February. Remote learning will not be set during half
term.
Parents’ Meetings - Teachers will be offering remote parents’ meeting appointments during the first 2 weeks
after half term – the weeks of 22nd February and 1st March. You should already have received further details,
including information on how to book, via Weduc.

Acorns - We have been amazed by the fabulous work all of the acorn pupils have been doing these last few
weeks. It is great to see your smiley faces each morning on our live meets. Mrs Mckeown and Miss Daly are
particular enjoying playing Bingo and doing Scavenger Hunts with you.
We have loved seeing your enthusiasm for our Space Topic and you have impressed us with the space
knowledge that you have shared with us.

Year 1 have had a very interesting time both in school and at home with our Muck, Mess and Mixtures
topic. While we have adapted some of the activities, many have stayed the same – we hope you enjoyed the
mud painting!
Our topic was interrupted briefly by the arrival of snow. From your photos, we could see that the children had a
fabulous time. We were delighted to see that they completed all their daily work as well as having fun learning
in the snow. These are some of the quotes that you sent to us.









Big things made from snow melt slower than small things made from snow
If you make a big ball with the snow, it goes from soft and light to hard and heavy
Snow melts when your hands are warm, or the sun is shining
Very dry, powdery snow does not stick together as well as wet
After a frost, the snow became very slippery and hard
Salt makes ice melt faster. Sledging and snowman building were great for so many other things like
creativity, physical development, and mental wellbeing. We all felt so rejuvenated after spending time
playing in it.
Sun made the snowman’s head fall off, but frost made the snow hard and crunchy

The children have enjoyed our topic book, George’s Marvellous Medicine and the activities set around it. We
have had some very creative, imaginative English work from it while learning new skills such as writing
instructions and similes. Well done Year One – the work has been fabulous! Each chapter was beautifully read
by Mrs Foster and Miss Armston. We found it very entertaining, especially the characters’ voices. Mrs Dilks has
contributed a story time each week and the children have said that it is very relaxing. We are hoping to add to
the story list.

We have been very busy in maths. We started looking at numbers to 20 which developed onto learning our
number bonds. We then moved onto weight, mass, capacity, and volume. The children even made their own
weighing scales at home and in school! The maths work we have been receiving has been fantastic 🙂
The daily ‘Meet and Greet’ continues to be well attended. The introduction of bingo for phonics and sight words
has been very popular. We think this is because of the fabulous star prizes that have been given. Who can fail
to be impressed by hoovering the whole house, writing your name 100 times, counting to 1000 and back or
emptying the bins?
Finally, a massive thank you for your support and hard work. We could not do it without you! We have had
numerous emails full of kind words and a selection of delicious treats delivered. We are very blessed to have
such phenomenal support in what has been a very trying time for all of us.
Please do enjoy a well-earned rest at half term. You and your children certainly deserve it. Here’s to a return to
normality as soon as possible. All the children have been missed dearly and it has been uplifting to hear from
them. Take care and stay safe.

Year 2 - Lockdown hasn't stopped us learning and it definitely hasn't stopped us having fun in Year2. From
getting our tongues tied in knots performing and writing tongue twisters (even some of the grown-ups at home
got involved), delicious edible tally charts and pictograms (you can't beat a Haribo as a maths resource!), and
fabulous stories about magic toys. Year 2 have certainly worked their socks off this half term. Then there's
been epic den building, amazing observational drawings of teddy bears, designing and making toys of the
future, hand slapping body tapping music, refining our balances in gymnastics, and working on our cricket skills.
We have loved seeing all the smiling faces during our daily live meets where the fun continued with lots of bingo
(Mrs Sturgess is thinking of a new career as a bingo caller), would you rather quizzes, Fancy Dress Friday, and
can you make your teacher laugh sessions, to name but a few.

We have been blown away with the hard work and commitment of all our children working at home and our key
worker children in school and are so grateful to all the parents at home supporting the teaching, we couldn't do
it without you.

Year 3 - Over the last few weeks, the children in Year 3 have been working exceptionally hard. We are
extremely proud of every single one of them and the quality of their work has been tremendous. We were
particularly impressed with their newspaper reports on Fantastic Mr Fox. The children did a lot of work on the
features of newspaper reports and slowly built up a bank of work to create their final newspaper articles. We
have asked the children to hold onto these, so that when we return school (fingers crossed that will be soon),
we can make a lovely display of their hard work. The children have also enjoyed getting stuck into our new
science topic of Rocks. They have made some fabulous fossils which we would also like to display when they
return to school.

We would also like to thank our Year 3's fabulous parents who have been absolutely amazing in supporting the
children whilst they have been at home.
We hope you all have a restful half term and we look forward to seeing you soon, whether remotely or back in
school. Best wishes, Miss Callaway and Miss Dixon-Smith

Year 4 - 'We're still together even though we're apart'
What a strange, but fabulous, few weeks we have had! We would like to send a HUGE thank you to all our
wonderful, supportive Year 4 parents! We feel so proud of the achievements of your children (as you must
also). It has been heart-warming to share your home learning experiences and to see that 'lockdown life' spent
with our families can be fun. Highlights for us - watching the children expressing themselves on 'Dance-along
Friday', seeing your scrumptious baking creations and joining the children for Onesie Wednesday. We could
not have anticipated the support we have received in keeping education going. It has been life-affirming to see
everyone getting into the spirit of things and turning a negative into a positive experience. In the words of one
of your children, 'Laugh: Spread the happiness!'

Year 5 - During our 2pm daily call in Year 5, we have enjoyed lots of different activities such as memory games,
1-minute challenges, riddles, Simon Says, would you rather...?, art draw along and PSHE gratitude tasks and
it's brilliant to see so many smiley faces every day. We've also loved celebrating the children's work in a weekly
Super You call.
All of the Year 5 adults are so proud of how incredibly hard children are working at home and we love looking at
the work you hand in. Thank you also to the Year 5 parents for supporting your child with their learning at
home.

Year 6 loved showing their pets during one of our live meets. We
had a real range of animals from geckos to guinea pigs.
We were delighted to receive news that one of our pupils won the
‘name the recycling lorry’ competition. It won with the name
‘Captain Recycling’ so keep an eye out for it round Ashby!

Willesley Wellbeing - Welcome to our wellbeing newsletter during this lockdown. First of all, massive thanks go
to our behind the scenes staff again. Without Mr Smart and his cleaning team, the school would not be a clean,
sanitised place. They are all incredible and are constantly on the go to make sure things are clean and sterile.
Without Cookie and all the lunchtime staff, we would not have hot, nourishing meals available. They go to
immense lengths to cater for dietary needs alongside delicious meals. Everything runs smoothly with all our lovely
lunchtime staff. Our admin team ensure that all the day to day tasks go ahead. There is always someone there
to answer the phone and sort out the myriad of queries as well as supply all our needs in school. Finally, we
cannot forget our amazing education team with TAs and teachers working hand in hand to provide quality learning
both on site and remotely. We are directed through the stormy waters by the Symphony Learning Trust members.
Mental Health Week - The Children’s Mental Health Week theme was ‘Express Yourself’ to focus on the
importance of children and young people’s mental health. Expressing yourself is about finding ways to share
feelings, thoughts, or ideas, through creativity. When children are able to find creative ways to share their
feelings, thoughts or ideas it can help them feel good about themselves and who they are. Children can do this
through art, music, writing and poetry, dance and drama, photography and film, and doing activities that they
enjoy. It is really important to remember that being able to express yourself is not about being the best at
something or putting on a performance for others. It is about finding a way to show who you are, and how you

see the world, that can help you feel good about yourself. Given that the past year will have left many of us
feeling out of control and helpless, supporting children and young people to express themselves is arguably
more important than ever.
Post Mental Health Week Thoughts - Ways you can encourage your child to express themselves:
1. Could you build on existing interests or passions? Think about what has helped them get through the past
year. A love of dancing? Baking? Drawing? Fashion? Encourage your child by noticing their unique interests
and praising their efforts.
2. Trying new things can be a great way to find a new creative outlet. There are lots of online tutorials and video
demos that you and your child could be inspired by. Could you try out something new together? Or perhaps ask
someone you know to share their creative hobbies and give them a go.
3. Some children may not think of themselves as being creative. Try to focus on the importance of the process
and the way it can make them feel, rather than the end result. Try not to judge their efforts and remember to
give encouragement for trying rather than for doing something well.
4. Listening carefully can help children feel more comfortable and confident when expressing themselves. Try to
minimise distractions and give your child your full attention when you’re spending time together, being aware of
your own body language and eye contact. You might want to try summarising what they’ve shared and
acknowledging their feelings.
5. Children are expressing themselves all the time but not necessarily with words. ‘Listen’ to everything they are
trying to tell you with their behaviour, or with their play and creativity or with their silence. It’s all self-expression.
6. Remember – you don’t need a lot of expensive equipment to get creative at home. Recyclable materials or
older items you no longer have a use for can provide amazing inspiration, and of course there’s no limit to your
imagination!
Below are ideas with helpful web links to support your child’s wellbeing while they are at home.
Places to go for Support and Advice
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mindmatters/
This website from the NHS offers expert advice and practical tips to help you look after your child’s mental
health and wellbeing as well as the rest of the family.
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/coronavirus-advice-suppport-childrenfamilies-parents
The NSPCC are offering support and advice if you feel your child is struggling with their mental health and
anxiety due to the coronavirus. More information and advice
can be found on their website.
Young Minds – https://youngminds.org.uk/
The BBC Newsround site has a comprehensive section on
coronavirus with text and video guidance focusing on tips if a
child is worried, how to wash your hands, and what selfisolation means: https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51204456
Communicate any concerns with school
If you have any worries or concerns about your child’s
emotional behaviour or wellbeing, then please let school
know. There will be things that we can do to help and support
you. Keep well, stay safe and take care.
Message from the Governors - After 10 years on our Governing Body, our Chair Lynn Knox, has sadly
decided to step down from the role. During this time, Lynn has put her heart and soul into supporting the
school, with her fun and positive attitude. We thank Lynn for all of her hard work. By the next meeting, we
hope that we will be able to appoint a new Chair and we will, of course, keep you updated.
A huge thank you must go to all of the staff who continue to work tirelessly during these unprecedented
times. Whilst setting and monitoring remote learning, they are also keeping our critical worker children safe in
school. Stringent health and safety regulations continue to be maintained in school. Parents continue to wear
face masks and socially distance which we all know is so important, thank you!
We hope that everyone enjoys their half term, particularly the staff who deserve their well-earned
break. Everyone’s mental health and wellbeing is of utmost importance.
WASPs - Calling all-star chefs and bakers!.....We may not be able to hold any school fairs or events at the
moment, but we have some exciting news to announce! We would like you to submit your favourite lockdown
recipe to help us create an Ashby Willesley Community Lockdown Cookbook. The Co-op Ashby and Moira
branch have kindly offered to help us collate this book. We will also be asking local businesses to share their
favourite recipes with us and promote their business in the book for free!

We would also like the children to design the front cover of the cookbook for a chance to win a Co-op Fairtrade
hamper, plus they will receive a free copy of the cookbook. More details to follow on this via the usual school
channels such as Weduc and social media.
If you are interested in sponsoring this exciting project, or have any experience or contacts in collating
or printing such books then please get in touch at ashbywillesleywasps@hotmail.co.uk. We would love to
hear from you!
Thank you for all or your support during last year’s Christmas fundraiser. You helped us to raise £300, plus an
additional £390 for the sale of the Christmas Challenge bags!
Thanks again for your continued support and we look forward to reading and sampling your yummy recipes!
Exciting news - Ashby Willesley’s multi academy trust, Symphony Learning Trust, has been asked to sponsor,
open and run the new school situated off Burton Road. The Trust have decided to call it Ashby Hastings
Primary School.
Mr Brookes will be personally responsible for the setting up and initial operation of Ashby Hastings Primary
School with our CEO and also we are delighted to inform you that Willesley’s very own Rachel Mckeown will be
in post as the Ashby Hastings Head of School from August 2021.
We intend to have a great deal of close ties and cross school partnerships between Ashby Willesley and Ashby
Hastings as the new school develops over the coming years whilst ensuring that outstanding opportunities for
pupils within both schools are at the forefront of this partnership.
More details about Ashby Hastings will be shared with you as the development comes to fruition and also any
changes in leadership at Willesley will be communicated with you in a timely fashion.

Finally – just a quick reminder with regards to contact numbers and address. If you had changed your
mobile/landline numbers or have moved house please remember to let school know via the Change of Contact
details form on Weduc in the Forms section.
We would like to wish you all a restful half term and we will see you back in school safe and well on Monday
22nd February.

