2020 Autumn Term 1 - Newsletter
It has been wonderful to have all the children back in school after such a long time off. Our new Acorn children
have settled into the school routine so well, quickly making new friends. It feels like they have always been part
of Willesley School.
We have had to put many new routines and procedures in place, to ensure the safety of all members of our school
community. We have been delighted to see yet again how resilient the children have been. They have been
respectful of the changes that we have made during the school day, frequently washing their hands and moving
safely around the school buildings. I have been very impressed with the calm start and end to the day, with
families following timings and procedures; this is much appreciated. We would like to remind you to also respect
social distancing rules outside the school gate, to ensure that pavements can still be used safely to walk pupils
to school.
You should by now have had your parent consultation meeting or be booked in for an appointment after half term.
The experience of using Teams for the first time has proved to be a very successful alternative to the face to face
meetings that we would usually hold. It has certainly pushed us out of our comfort zone but has proved to be a
useful means of communicating with you safely, whilst maintaining some element of personal contact. If you are
yet to logon to your child’s Teams account, please ensure that you do so that you can access remote learning if
needed.
Throughout the year we will continue to work hard with our pupils to ensure that they can get back on track and
close any gaps in their learning. We have used a substantial amount of our catch-up budget from the government
for additional adult support to help children not only academically, but mentally too.
We hope that you enjoy reading about some of the activities and events that we have been able to participate in
this half term and wish you a safe and restful half term.
Best Wishes
Chloe Dilks
Head of School
Alex Grose Memorial Fund
Alex Grose was a pupil at Willesley school from 2000 - 2004
He sadly passed away 10 years ago, and his family set up a trust in his
name to support the development of young people in the local
community. We are extremely fortunate to have been awarded a £500
donation for us to purchase books to promote a love of
reading amongst the pupils at our school.

Apply for a School Place – Primary/Secondary - The deadline for applying for a Secondary School place is
31st October 2020. The deadline for applying for a Primary School place is 15th January 2021. For both
applications, the simplest way is online at: www.leics.gov.uk/admissions. If you need any further information,
please contact the Admissions team on admissions@leics.gov.uk or 0116 305 6684.

FoundationStage - We would like to say how amazed we are with each and every one of our Acorn children.
They have impressed us with their confidence, independence and positive attitude to the start of their school
life.
This half term we have enjoyed our ‘We are Super’ topic. We have looked at many superheroes (fiction and
those around us), different super powers and looked at why we are all SUPER.

We painted our faces and looked at our similarities, differences and how we are all unique.
When looking at the Fire Service we had a practice with the fire hose.

Willesley Wellbeing
At Willesley, we have always valued the importance of mental health and wellbeing
and there has never been a more pressing time than now.
What is Wellbeing?
Wellbeing is about feeling good and doing (or functioning) well.
Feeling good, feelings of happiness, contentment, enjoyment, curiosity and
engagement is characteristic of someone who has a positive experience of their life.
Functioning well
Experiencing positive relationships, having some control over one’s life and having
a sense of purpose are all important attributes of wellbeing.
Wellbeing is important for everyone – including you!
On Friday 9th October, we celebrated Hello Yellow Day by wearing yellow and building in our day some
wellbeing activities of the children's choice. The children were happy and bright.
Please remember that Barnardo's are offering free support until the end of November in the 'See, Hear,
Respond' partnership.

Willesley Wellbeing - As you know we have a fantastic team at Willesley. I would like to sing the praises of the
people behind the scenes. The cleaning team are amazing, keeping us safe and sanitised. Mr 'Fixit' Smart is
always sorting out problems for us. The Admin staff keep the day-to-day running of the school in tip-top working
order making sure all the logistics run smoothly. We must not forget Cookie and her team who manage to
provide a choice of two hot lunches each day served at various points around the school. Nothing short of
miraculous. Lunchtime supervisors ensure that all children get their meal over an extended period. We are
blessed to have such a dedicated group who support the teachers, TA's and management team
relentlessly. Whatever our role, we are all equal and all truly appreciated.
Thank you to everyone for making Willesley great.
Gill Pearson – Mental Wellbeing Champion
Y5 enjoyed their science walk exploring the local area and investigating positive and negative impacts that
humans have had on the environment. We even fitted in a little visit to the Forest School area.

5HE enjoyed playing spelling games in the sunshine.

Phonics and Reading - As a school, we are always looking for ways to improve outcomes for our pupils. This
year we have introduced a new phonics scheme in Foundation Stage and KS1 called sounds-write. Children have
been enjoying the new approach, learning the sounds in the English language and then writing them.
Accelerated Reader in KS2 - This term, we have introduced a new reading programme into the school. It is a
nationwide programme used by primary and secondary schools to support with the comprehension of
texts. Selected pupils throughout Key Stage 2 will be using these books within this programme and their books
are chosen at the right level to provide optimal reading challenge without frustration. The pupils carry out a short
quiz after reading each book and their attainment is continuously assessed.

YEAR 6 - Their first term in Year 6 has been full of new learning. We have thoroughly enjoyed learning all
about the Battle of Bosworth, re-enacting the work of a barber surgeon and gaining an insight into the two
houses: House of York and the House of Lancaster. Our Science work has involved making blood cells out of
clay, creating diagrams of the circulatory system and constructing a layered paper model of our main organs. It
has been a busy but fun-filled term and next term we will be focusing our attention on the geography of North
America.
Year 6 - Making different types of blood cells in Science using clay.

Year 1 Forest School - The children in year one have thoroughly enjoyed their forest school sessions this half
term. They have made woodland crowns, listened to the story 'Where the Wild things are' and made rafts for the
people in the story, made small villages and explored our forest school area. We want to thank you all for
supplying your child with suitable forest school clothing this half term. The children will have had their last
session this week. After half term we will be covering topic work in the classroom on a Wednesday and a
Thursday. Our new topic is 'Fire and Ice'.

Year 1 Maths and English - The children have settled well into year one and have enjoyed our maths and
English lessons. We have been looking at the Lighthouse Keeper's lunch in English and place value in maths.
This has included sorting objects, more than/less than and comparing different numbers.

Science - Year one have started off their science lessons with some exciting experiments. We have
made raisins dance in lemonade, created our own lemon volcanoes and melted ice using salt. They have
been encouraged to make a prediction for each experiment and use scientific language.

Year 2 enjoyed a visit from Cleo and Coco the friendly guinea pigs as part of our science work this term. They
found out all about their needs and how to care for them. They also had chance to give them a little stroke.
What a fun science lesson - Cleo and Coco loved it too!

Year 2 have really loved their art topic this half term and have enjoyed
creating their own abstract and surreal art as well as learning a range of
art skills including mixing their own colours, shades and tints. They have
studied the work of Mondrian, Paul Klee, Mark Rothko, Kandinsky,
Jackson Pollock and Joan Miro’. We are really proud of the work the
children have produced.

Hello Yellow Day – Mindfulness

Sunshine letters for Hello
Yellow Day

Year 5 chose colouring, painting, or Sudoku
for their mindfulness time on Hello Yellow Day

Year One had a challenge to
make each other smile.
We managed it all day!

Harvest Festival - This year we are unfortunately unable to go to the church together with our family and
friends to celebrate Harvest in our traditional way. Ashby Foodbank are not collecting Harvest donations from
local schools at the moment but if you wish to make individual donations, these can be left at any time in the
boxes in the porch of either Ashby Congregational Church or Holy Trinity Church.
Year 3 - As part of our History topic about the Romans in Britain, we have been looking at what life was like in
Britain before the Roman invasions. We have learnt that the people, called the Celts, lived in Roundhouses.
We collected materials from our Forest School and are using them to create our own Celtic Roundhouses using
the same methods the ancient Celts used.

Year 4 had the chance to experience being Vikings for the day last month and a fantastic time was had by all.
The children arrived in a myriad of costumes, ready to face Gregolf - a Viking from Scandinavia who talked of
his exploits fighting the Anglo-Saxons.
The children brimmed with excitement as they heard all about Viking weapons, wrote their Viking name in runes
and played games from the era such as Kubb and Ninemen's Morris. We also talked about how Vikings paid for
their goods using pennygar and that some ruthless individuals would trim the edge of their coins to avoid paying
the full price!
At the end of the day we sat to listen to a Viking story about 3 of the Gods - Loki, Thor and Freya - and a trick
they played on a giant called Thyrm. The children were enthralled, as were the staff.
Thank you to everyone for the support with this day. We hope it will be remembered for a long time to come.

Advance Notice
Children in Need - Friday 13th November
This year, Children in Need is focussing on mental wellbeing and we would like to celebrate this with a nonuniform day. We will use this as a fundraising event so if you wish, you will be able to make a donation
(suggested £1 per child) through ParentPay.
Thank you for supporting us and this worthy cause.
WASPs Autumn Newsletter –
Despite the lack of events, we were able to hold in 2019/20, we
managed to raise a whopping £18k! The majority of this was via
grants – including £500 from Tesco, £1k from Persimmon Homes,
and an amazing £12k from Morrisons. This money will be spent on
revamping the Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) and making it more
accessible for different sporting activities for all to enjoy.

Your support on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/willesleypta)
following the flood was much appreciated. We raised £1.5k which was gifted to the school to purchase new
furniture for the practical area – which I’m sure you’d agree looks fantastic!

WASPs funds also provided a new Forest school shed, school
Hall projector, plus a brand-new outdoor Performance Stage.

This year, our fundraising may have to be quite different,
again minus a traditional Christmas Fair. Plans up until Christmas include:
Christmas jumper day, the ever-popular Christmas Challenge Bags, plus a Christmas craft fundraiser where
your child can showcase their artwork. Just choose which item you’d like the artwork to be printed on to create
great personalised Christmas cards and gifts for loved ones. More to follow in the next few weeks.

Alongside the above plans for Christmas, we are asking for as much school community support as possible:
Star Foundation recycling - videos, clothes, shoes, bags, belts, CD/DVD's etc *Check out the big red box
next to the parent shelter*
When shopping – use Easy Fundraising & Amazon Smile to support WASPs
Stamptastic – Personalised labels that can be used on fabric, metal, wood and some plastics
Make a donation via the Facebook page or PayPal
Payroll Giving – make tax-efficient, regular or one-off donations directly from your earnings & save on
your tax
Matched Giving – companies pledge to donate to an amount of money relating to the amount that an
employee donates or fundraises for us
Grants – we are looking for more grants that we can apply to
Coming Soon – School Lottery! Be in with a chance to win £25k!
The WASPs are always looking for new faces to join our team. We are a friendly bunch, and you can get involved
as much as you’d like, from giving an hour of your time to volunteer at events, be part of the main committee, or
even have a go at running a fundraising event – it’s entirely up to you. If you have any ideas on other ways of
fundraising, can assist with grants or sponsorship then please let us know. Perhaps a Virtual Running Race?
If you would like to find out more please get in touch via ashbywillesleywasps@hotmail.co.uk
The next WASPS meeting will be held on Monday 2nd November. All are welcome to attend!

